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TO THE 


READER 


READER, 

Nftead of a Preface or Epiſtle Dedicatory- with the. uſual excuſes 
for writing, and telling thee what nal I have in theſe criti- 
cal times to publiſh what # here publiſhed, I ſhall rather pre- 

ah. ſeit. to thy judgment and conſideration, £5 informing and ar- 
gumentative matter touching the courſe of Biſhops and their Courts in 
the denouncing of Excommunications by a: Lay ('hancellor. Only let me 
crave this one reaſonable requeſt of thee, That as thou expetteſt from 
me that I ſhould do the part of an honeſt and conſiderate Writer ;, ſo 
thou be as careful of that- which pertains to thee, that thou bean 
honeſt and conſiderate Reader. 

There are two corruptions and grievances in the conſtitution and 

overnment of the Church of England which call for reformation : 

"1. The one # the Office and Calling of the Biſhops Chancellor. 2, The 
other is the great abuſe thereof, and eſpecially in pronouncing Excom- 
PBNICAations. | 

1. Touching the former, no man can ſay that the Biſhops Chancel- 
lour #s a civil Magiſtrate ;, for he bath no coercive power, he doth not 
claim any, nor can he have any, becauſe he ſtiles himſelf the Biſhops 
Commiſſary, or Vicar in Spirituals, Now the Biſhop himſelf baving 
no coercive power, can give none to hu Vicar or Deputy. To be a 
Magiſtrate, and have no .coercive power, or ſword of juſtice, 'where- 
with to execute wrath upon him that doth evil, Rom. 13. 4. « to be a 
weer cypher ; ſuch a Magiſtrate is no more a true Magiſtrate than a 
dead corpſe or pifture is a living man. 

Nor can any man. ſay that the (hancellor ts in the uſual ſenſe and 
acceptation of the word, a Clergy -man, or one that is a right and true 
Church: officer. For he is not in holy Orders, He is neither Biſhop, 
Prieſt, nor Deacon ,, and the Church of England acknowledgerh no 
other Orders of men in the Miniſtry i, no man takes the Chancellor to 
be a Paſtor or Miniſter of the Goſpel. He himſelf claims noſuch 

A 2 office. 
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office. He hath no authority to Baptize, and give the Lords Supper, and 
conſequently he can have no anthority to do other proper Authoritative, 
Paſtoral and Epiſcopal afts, no more-than a woman can have to Bap- 
tize, or any Lay-man, Magiſtrate, or Fuſtice of Peace. Unto whos 
it belongeth-not to take in, mnto them it cannot belong: to caſt out. 
Chancellors do not claim any power or authority of admitting Souls into 


- the Church by Baptiſm, or of admitting perſons into the Miniſtry by Or- 


dination ;, and therefore they can have no power of degrading and cen: 
ſuring Miniſters ,or of caſting any out of Chriſts Church by penal Church- 
cenſures and Excommunication. The Paſtoral and Epiſcopal office is in- 


tire, and is not to be mangled or-cut into parts. It was unto the Apoſtles, 


and in them, to their ſucceſſors, that our Lord  Teſ4 gave the Keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and the power of ' Miniſter ial binding\and 
looſing, and.of remitting and retaining. ſins, Mat, 16. 19. Joh, 20. 23, 
So 3s the opinion of all ſound Divines. See Dr. Stillingfleet's Tratt of 
Excommunication in the end of his [renicum 3. and the Biſhop of Here- 
ford*s Tratt of the Naked Truth, who calls the, Chancellors office. az 
horrid abuſe of the Divine Authority, 6 EN 

This office of Chancellor is a thing unknown to the ancient (hurches.; 


. 3t #5 very well known what oppoſition the Biſhops and that Side do make 


againſt the Presbyterian ruling-Elder, or lay Elder, as he.ts commonly 
called; alledging that it ts the new fangled device of Calvin at Geneva, 


' and never known in the Church of (hriſt before. his days. If 1 miſtake 


not, it is Biſhop Hall or ſome other, in a Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy. by Di- 
vine right, That makes offer ro forfeit his life to juſtice, and his repu- 


ration to ſhame, if any man living can ſhew, that ever there wasa 
ruling-Elder in the Chriſtian worl1, till Farel and Yirer firſt created 


them. Good man, look at home, your own Chancellor zs one ſuch, a meer 
lay-unordained ruling Elder : 1 do not contend againſt the Biſhops 
lay or ruling ( hancellor, and allow the others ruling. Elder. 
While they do hotly diſpute againſt the Chancellors office, and 
bind themſelves by ſolemn Covenant to extirpate the ſame, and after- 
wards ſet up a mcer unordained ruling-Elder in Geas Church, do but 
build with one hand what they pull'd down with the other,. and <learly. 
overthrow their own cauſe. Ard on the other hand, while the Epiſcopal 
Divines do. wehtmently contend againſt Calvin's lay Elder, or ruling un« 
ordained Elder, and yet allow and contend for a lay>Chancellor. or. unor- 
dained ruling Commiſſary, what do they. but contend againſt themſelves, 
and give ground to their adverſaries to bafie them with their own weapons? 
So rrue Wit, that al error. is its own overthrow, and repugnant #0 it 


ſelf. 
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ſelf. T1. ds. not pretend, to be much, read .in + antiquity... But 

with modeſty. 1 may be bold to_ affirm, thet i .cannar te. proved 
from. any word in the Bible,, that ever the Lord, Feſus. (hriff 

_ did appoint and anthorizein hs Church as .a. ſtated Ghurch-officer any 

meer raling unordained Elder, whe had. power.only to rule, and 9 doino 
other Paſtoral and Epiſcopal aits. But in-the. firſt Churches there were 
many Elders, Paſtors or Biſnops, who did in. common over-ſee the flock., 
and were joint Paſtors and Charch-rulers of particular Congregations, 
ſuch as that. at Epheſus, Philippi,. and the reſt of: the. Aſian and eApo- 
ſbolical Churches, every ſuch Elder was.an ordained Elder,. AR. 14.23, 

Tit-. 1.5. and was an Epiſcopus, . Paſtor or ſpiritual overſeer to all\the 
flock,,, Aft. 20. 17, 28 + Phil. 1>1.. and had compleat- Paſtoral power ; 
but for the better government of the Congregation, and watching over all 
the fouls under their charge, they. did. prudently de8hribute: their work, 
and the preaching and teaching part was moſtly committed to him who 
was moſt eminent; and the.reſt of the Elders werg-implayed as co agents 
and co-aſſiſtants in other parts. of the Paſteral office. And:thus 15. that 
ſaying true,' and ſoundly underſtood, Without any ſtreining at all, let 

the. Elders. that rute. well, be counted; worthy of double honour, 

eſpecially they-who labour. in the Word and Dofrine,, 1 Tim-5. 17. 

Fere is homention made of any meer ruling unordained Elder.. And they 
do but deceive thewſelues,, and go-about to deceive others, who ſay that a 
Church-ruler in a proper ſenſe, and a Paſtor,are not one_and the ſame. 
Tobearuler.ofi ſouls.1n an Eccleſiaſtical ſenſe, 15 ro be a ſpiritual guide, 

' Paſtar,», Biſhop ar over ſecr,of ſouls, Heb. L13-.17. 
a The (Chancellor us neither Magiſtrate nor Miniſter, be 1s no officer of 

Gods making.” The firſt inſtitution of bim is moſt likely to be from the 
Pape,. whi takes. upan him to .do what he liſketh, in.Gods.Church, aud to 
make and unmake officers, and offices, as bus pleaſure, and has brought in- 
zo the Church a. ſort of religious. men that are neither pure lay men, nor 
pure Clergy-men, but mungerly between both, as the Monks and Friers, . 
and Religious Ordersias they arecalled. 

.. Or it may be that when Conſtantine came tobe Emperour, be finding 
that the Biſhops had been uſed to. handle.civil cauſes ariſmg within the 
bounds of their own Pariſh (for every Pariſh then was. a Biſhoprick,, and 
their Biſhops then, were but as onr . Pariſh-miniſters ) be: continued this 
power #3 their hands , and it 15 likely the Biſhops might depute or appoint 
one in their.room. to be FTudg and Arbiter of civil: canſes, becanſe of the 
Apoſtles words, 1.Cor. 6.5. . Or if not this, bis original for ought I 
keow might be. a that of toe Thing Elder, and «5 Calvin's" fore 
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To the Reader. 
of government at Geneva, where the Paſtors might chuſe and ſeleT oxe 
or moretobe aſſiſtants to them im judying and' deciding cauſes Eccleſiaſti- 
cal, and doing atts of Diſcipline; whatever bis original was, to me ut 
ſeems clear, that the Paſtoral office us but one ard intire, and that to be 
a ruler in Gods Church tobe a Paſtor, and that it pertains to the Pa- 
ſors office, and'to him alone, authoritatively, to do atts of Diſcipline,rale 
and government, and that God never appointed any meer ruling unor- 
dained Elder, with a bare power to rale and aſſiſt mm Church-difeipline, 
and no more. | | | 

A's to'the Chancellors office, hecalls himſelf the Biſhops Commiſſary, 
or bis Vicar in $pirituals, Now ſuch an office ts clearly void and null in 
zt [elf. A Biſhop can no more make kim aVicar or Depnty in Spirttuals, 
than he can depute one to fear God for him, and to repent of ſin, and to 
preach and pray, and baptize for him, and as his Deputy, andto go to 


' " Heaven and Hell for bim, That rule, Qui facit per alum, facit per 


ſe, cannot hold good in Spirituals. When a Miniſter baptizes, he doth 
2t not as the Biſhops Deputy, but as an authorized officer 1, Chriſt. If « 
= roy takg upon him to excommunicate as the Biſhops Deputy or 

car, the Excommunication #5 null or illegal. There can be no Depnty 


or Vicar inthe caſe. He then being no Paſtor, having no legal authority 


from Chriſt, he i an invader, he doth but uſurp the office. Say he's a 
Paſtor or Goſpel Miniſter, and then you caſhier him from being Chan- 
cellor, and the Biſhops Commiſſary or Vicar. Say he ts the Biſhops Vicar 
97 Commiſſary, and then you ſay h office us illegal. , 

For the Epiſcopal office ts perſonal; you may make other men Paſtors 


by ordination, and then they will have power to do Paſtoral and Epiſcopal 


atts, and are Paſtors and Biſhops as well as the Biſhop himſelf is. But 
fuch the Chancellor is not, Thoſe whom we call Vicars of Pariſhes, have 
cure of ſouls, they are but Vicars mm name; for they are real Pattors, 
and have charge of ſouls, and they do all Paſtoral atts not as Vicars or 
Deputies unto men, but as the immediate authorized officers of Chriſt. 
The C hancelloy is not im boly Orders. Beſides, it is againſt the current 
of Scripture, the praitice of the Church univerſal, and ſound reaſon, to 
wangle the Paſtoral and "Epiſcopal office 5, as for a Biſhop to ſay, 1 firip 
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fters, \&&c. bat; only tobe morum 
or of manners, to" hear and detide 
iphne andExcommunication. 
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To-the' Reader. 
Coils, as 's Drpaty:ſtewurd, «' Deputy-juty;-4 Deputy king, 2Sam- 15, 
3: 1 King. 22: 45. A. 14, 7 7 will wr contend with you about words' 
aft nintes; Bit F anſwer, that a Depmy ftewart#is a Steward; k Depus” 
ty jute" 38 af hag, 4 DipurJKinh is a King," ind' bath authority in the 
abſence of him that departd” hin, to' do the' whole office of \a Steward, 
Trdg, or King and chief Mapiftrate. Bit now aChantellor who is the 
Biſhops depity, hath no power to do the whole office of a Biſhop; nor the 
chief and moſt ordinary part thereof, but only one or two Eviſtopa atts, 
and thoſe rare and' of ſeldom occurrence, as Excommunication, which 
onoht to be done very ſparingly. It all the New Teſtament we read but of 
one inceſtnous Corinthian, and of ewo more, Hynieneus and Alexander, 
Excommunitzted, that I remember. I read indeed" of "an infolent Dio- 
trephes caſting brethren out of the Church for no:cauſe, 2 Joi. 0. to. 

” If the (bancellor be fit to be' a Paſtor, let him be made one, and let 
hinr be duly and orderly ordained like other men, and let him come in by 
the right door 5, what elſe is Ordination:for ? If he be nor fit to be a Pa- 
ſtor, why ſhould he be truſted with any part of the office? ether make 
him a compleat Paſtor, or none. Why ſhould he be 4 Centaur,half a man, 
and half «horſe, a magiſtrate and no magiſtrate, a miniſter and xo mi- 
rtifter; be 1s netther lay man' nor clergy-man, but a creature or officer of 
rams making, worſe than nothing. If you will n# ſtand to the Scripture-. 
rule,” ant ſound reaſon, ani the pruftice of the' univerſal Church, but 
wif. go againſt them all, and make new' officers and offices in Gods 
Charch at yony pleaſure, judg not honeſt men worthy of ſilencing, impri- 
ſoning, andeexcommunication, for nonconformity, and refuſing to declare 
unfeined aſſent and conſent to ſuch corruptions, innovations and difor- 
ders i the facred office What is the Chancellor leſs than an invader ? 
Ard may it not be ſaid to binr as the lords Prieſts ſaid to K ing Uzziah,' * 
I” appertzineth not unto thee, O Chiicellor, robe a Fudp Eceleſtaſtical; 
ah anthiritatively to denounce Chureltenſures; thou art'a"treſpaſſer 
antl invader, and it ſhall not be for thine honour before the Lord God, 
2*Chron\ 26. 18. And if fourſcore Prieſts of the Lord, who were va- 
liaht men, withſtood King Uzziah' when he invaded the Priefts office, by: 
attempting to'barn incenſe, and Got approved their courage and with- 
fFantling of the King, and fmote the King with leprofie, and he continu- 
e 2 leptr tothe 4ay of his dezth,” as the holy Ghoſt there relates: Why 
fimid* rt alt rhe Lords BiſBoys, Paſtors, and <Miniſters, prudently, 
methly and conragionſly withBand the office of Lay-chancellors, and their 
Extommnnicat0, as being corruptions, mmcroachments, and nſlirpations; 
ant if the-Fifhoy of Hereford: ſay truez*ahorrid-abuſe of the Divine | 
Aftfiority? And * 
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tind. mark; what 4 caſe all the. Riſbops, yex And hf add; 
theClergy be in,they be all in part degradedyor one principal branch of their. 
office .is takgn from then. and claimed. and. exerciſed by-an. uſurper. 
Dr. Stillingfleet will vell, you,they are. partly cypbers, they-are but.half- 
biſhops, and balf-paſtors' and all both Clergy, and Laity,Rulers and Peo- 
ple, are made Liftores, a, kind-of ſervants.and. batlifero 4 Lay-Chan- 
cellor.. Fox. he :denoynces, Excommuntcations 41. Court, .and ſends them 
ſtylo imperatorio, .inaudamus, . & firmiter injungendo. mandamus, 2 
a commanding way tothe'Pari Ne Miniſeees and Biſheps to be by them'pub- 
lijed.;  and-if they refuſe, be will. danger to excommunica:s them. And 
if he dobut make a Significavit into Chancety, that ſuch 4-one. ſtands 
excommunicate, and. mtreat. the .brachium txcylare, the, Magiſtrates 
ſword to.came in tothe aſſiſtance of. the Church, out comes a Writ of Ex- 
communicato capiendogard by virtue, thereof the patty 45 taken, and or- 
dered to lye in priſon without bail all his days, except. be: ſhall reconcile 
bimfelf to the Church by penance, and performing ſuch orders as the 
Church ſhall make 1, which Church the (hanceilor 4s, And there lyes no 
appeal, but from one Chancellor to another. + 

And what cauſe 1s there which the Chancellor may 70 draw into bis 


(ourt? for he takes upon him to do all things pro ſalute animz, & pro 


reformatione- moxum, for the good of the ſoul, and. the reforming. of 
mens ways aud manners: audit is called the Spiritual Court z and 4 
Spiritual Court maſt needs have juriſdiftion of Spiritual cauſes, and of 
all ſpiritual canfes: as. ſuch that : be cognizable by man, and im which 
there lyes reproof, . admenition, and penal Church-cenſure. _. . 

2 Gat though all this be not nothing, yet 1 for my part eſteem it as no- 
thing in compats/on. of their horrid and. ſcangalous abuſe of Excommunt- 
cation, with ather abuſes , and they are partly neceſſuated to it for. the 
npbeliing.of their (court. For the tmoſt that they can ao i5 but to Excom- 
municate people ;, they canneitber. fine nor impriſen, nor exerciſe any co- 
ercive authority. Aud having. noe way to compel the obeatence of their 
Orders aud Decrees but by Excommunication « therefore do they excom= 
municate. for every thing. So that. no body regaras them; they have. not 
rhe leaſt awe upon the conſcience. And for money you may prevent. being 
excommunicated, and get it off when it is denounced. And thus upon the 
matter the ſame thing is done among us which is done among the Papiſts, 
4nd which all ſound Proteſtants do.ſo highly condemn in them, and that 
5s the buying and ſelling of Pardons and Indulgences. Sober Papiſts 
themſelues do grant and maintam that clave ertante the Popes Excom- 
munications, Pardons and eAbſolutiens are nnll, If wicked wy "4-4 
BEIT | | Feſmits 


w OGvy 


A, 1 OO 7 


To. the, Reader., 


Feſuits deceive the people and teach otherwiſe, their ſinbe it. eAmong 
#1 Excommunication and Abſolution 1s made. a money-buſineſs. Jugurtha 
at his leaving of Rome ſaid, Abi venalis civitas,. mox peritura fi 
emptorem invenias. / weld there were not too great ground to ſay it 
in another caſe. | | 
But that which is worſe than all thereſt, us that up and down the Nati--. 
on boneſt ſober people are excammunigated, while thevyleſt men are ſpared 
and countenanced, What #5 Excommunications The. 33d. Article. of the 
(burch af, England. /ays,. That, a perion rightly, excommunicated is 
cut off from the unity of the Church,i and ought.to be taken off: the 
whole multitude of the faithful, as an Heathen and Publican, till. he 
be openly reconciled. by penance, and received 'into the Church by a 
competent Judg. And Hr. Rogers who, writes upon the Articles ſays, 
it.i5 the moſt ſevere and uttermoſt puniſhment,. that the-viſible Church can 
inflid upon the wicked and ungodly ' of this world, This dreadful ſen-. 
tence and fulmination the Biſhops. and their Chancellors. make ſo common, 
3t loſes all its force : no man regards it. eAnd.God knows they do'moſt- 
ly denounce it againſt honeſt Aliiſters and people for the faithful doing 
of their duty. 1 know many faithful Miniſters and: people'in one Dioce/s 
excommunicated. Other cauſes are pretended, but the bottom-cauſe is be- 
cauſe they are true ſearers of God. Pagans have been more kind and 
civil to Chriſtians, than Chriſtian. Biſhops and their. Chancellors are to 
their brethren and fellow. (hriſtians, A&&. 28. 30,31, I know an honeſt 
Miniſter ſuſpended and excommunicated by the Biſhop and his. Chancellor 
upon the inſtigation of wicked and Saint-hating men,for the honeſt preach- 
ing of Chriſts Go,pel freely, at his own charge, .4# hs own houſe, though 
he read Common-prayer, and prattiſed Conformity, and brike no law 
of God or man : and committed no other crime than ſelf denial, charity, 
uprightneſs and compaſſion to ſouls,in a place where there was great need, 
The place was conveniently ſituate, decent, moſt fit for a week-day- Le- 
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againſt them, but do make it my conſtant work. to pray for them; and am 


confcious to niy felf of my ſmcerity towards them”: and 1 do pity them, 
ant love jy: rt good in them,and as it falls in BY = ſhall 
boldly and impartially vindicate them. So neither do 1 fear them, as know: 
ing that they are but mortal men, and it is not all their wit and greatneſs 
that wil be theirdeferce 27 ainſi God and honeſt impartial truth,  \ 

Tf there muſtbe'q\Chiuncetlor or ruling Elder, there ſhould be one in 
every Pariſh, affiſtant tothe Paſtor.” His forms and proceedings ought to. 
be inthe Engliſh rongue! Condenin not Papiſts for having Gods" ſervice in | 
the Latin Tongue, not underſtood by the people, while you your ſelves 
dy many Church-duties which be a part of Gods fervice in the Latin 
Tongue alſo. Why ſhould that be vice in others, which is vertue in you ? 

our own mouth will condemn you; Rom. 2: 1: There's Church- juſtice, 
the Chanvellor takes por him to do Church-juſtice;'which is no ſmall part 
of Gods ſervite. Prov. 21. 3. To do juſtice and judginent,' is more ac- 
ceptable to the Lord'than'facrifice” Butts #0 burch-juſtice and judg- 
ment in a tonigus not underſtood by the "people, "is diſoratrly,* and to uſe - 
the words of the Church of England, Art. 24. Athing plainly repug- 
nant to the Word of God, and the cuFtom of the Primitive Church. 

That which is the Minifters rule in teathing, and when he is in the Pul- 
pit, ought to be the Chancellors rule in doing atts of diſcipline and Church- 
juſtice. To goby any other rule, is to turn from light to darkneſs, [ta.8.28, 
and prattiſe Quakeriſm; Popery, and COIN: What thing 
ſoever 1 command thee,-obſerve to do it 5 thou ſhalt not add thereto 
nor diminiſh from it, Dear. 12, 32. As many as walk according to this 
rule, peace ſhall 'be upbn them, and mercy, Gal. 6 16. Teave not this - 
rule, till you can find a better, and pick ſome flaw or defett in this. To 
change for the worſe-is not good, Prov. 24.2 1. My Son, fear thou the 
Lord and the King, 'and'' meddfte not with them that are given to 
chanpe: 2b hcl Srl anne ee 36t | 

= P1 ſmall or nouſe for A dlvocates and Prottors for the doing of 
Church jiſttee ;*nor ſhoutd any Chriſtian man be compel to make ue of 


i plain arid ſimple manner," without toft," withont delay, without tr woek 
ing many miles to'a Biſhops Court, without putting ern to make uſe of 
Adoocates and Prottors bryond their own will. And indeed if things 
were-rightly order” dicivil juſtice ought ſo to be done in every Pariſh, and 
there ouvht tobe exvil and coercive Fndpes and Magiſtrates in every Pa- 
rſh, atleaſt in every Airket-Town, to hear and try all civil cauſes |, 
that ſo'the people. 'mig bt have juſtice done at their own doors,. at all times 

5 ſeaſons, 


them,” But Church-juſtice-ſhoxld be done by the Pa ftorsof- 094 Pariſh in 


© courſe and tenour of their forms and citations. I deny not but a Miniſter 


 erdui Miniſters " butionlytorule, and do atts of diſcipline.” And. I the 
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Seaſons, and there might be iy equizl temperninent\ af I1fagiftracy and 
Miniſtry, that we\mught lead.'a ptaceable and\quiet lifeyion-all godlt- 
neſs and honeſty. - So 49:Gods word and: ſound "reaſon, and-the true mſti- - 
tution of Magiſtracy. 'Deut. 16. 18. 1 Cor..6: 5; \1 Tim. 2.. 1,:2. 
2 Chron, 1g. 5, 6,7. Plal. 106.3. And neither Church juſtice nor ci- 
vil juſtice ſhould be tied to law forms, quirks, niceties, punttilio's and ce- 
remonies ;, but as mercygſo juſtice alſo is tobe prefer d before ſacrifice, and 
the life and power, and ſubſtance is not to be made an underling to the 
ſhadow and form, and dead carcaſs. 
Let not the Chancellor think that he being the Biſhops Deputy ts above 
the Biſhop himſelf 5, the Biſhop himſelf ought not to uſe lordineſs and im: 
periouſneſs over the Lords people and br:thren, 1 Pet. 5. 3. In aving 
Church: juſtice he ought to uſe Church-mildneſs and wiſdom, and not to fuy 
at every word, | command you, and we charge you as is the conſtant 


may command and charge the people in Gods name'y but'to ag'it ordinarily 
as the Chancellor does, is lordlineſs, and abuſe of authority. 2 Cor. 10,8, 
1'Cor.'4. 21. and to uſe it towards the Paſtors, when he himſelf is nei- 
ther Magiſtrate nor Paſtor, not ſo much-as their equal in aitthority , is 
not the raght way of Church juſtice and diſcipline. Paſtors and the doers 
of Church juſtice ſhould urge people with the Lords commands, and forbear 
their own 1, chuſing rather to -amitate Paul than the Pope : Though { 
might be much bo'd in Chriſt to enjoin thee that which is convenient, 
yet-for loves ſake L rather beleech thee, Phil 8.9, 

I will add a word more concerning the Presbytetial ruling. Elder, whom 
T take for. ſubſtance to be of the ſame hind and order with the Biſhops 
Chancellor, neither of them being ordained, nor having any power to bap- 
tize;g5ve the Lords-Supper,:preach as Paſtors' and anthorized Officers, 


rather \add this, becauſe Iſeeahere are who xe this preſent ds ſtiffely ſtand 
for. the Presby terial Government as by: Devine-»ioit-;, of which the ruling * A Vindica. 
Elders one eſſential brangh * ; 'andto-let#he world'ſee how that Prelacy *192 of the 
#5. Pregbytery,. and Preibytery 43. Prelacy; as to this." And that they Presbyterial 
who oblige themſelves by Oathto extirpate Church-oovernment by the'Bij.- Mn re 
ſhips Chancellor, 'and\afterwards ſet\up nu meer vulivig-Elder," do-fwear |, 4 == 
to.do agid:undo\the ſane: thing, their own month: and doings will condemn Fade 2nd E L 
aben& i nv) eb. wp han vigny UNr N  205ge 4 D '* _ dersofa Pro- | 
There were not that we.read of; vr -is likely. in the' Church of Philippi vincialAdem- | 
anycEldeis, beſides Bo ſhops and: Deacons; Phil > 1.1,” There was no'ru- bly in London | 
ling:Elder\ of that. Church who was not a'Biſhop alſo, At. 20. Paul in Nov. 2. 1649- 
CHOY b 2 | 
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his Travels ſerids for the Elders of the Church of Epheſus to come to 
ver.'17-: whorheſe'Eluers were, he. plainly expreſſes, v.28. they 1 
ſuch as:wereitotake heed'to themfelves,i'and 0 all the Flock over 'w 
- the Holy Ghoſt had made them \EpilcoponsT] Biſhops, | Paſtors, or o 
ſeers, to feed the (hurch of. God. All theſe Elders were co- or din 
and were ordained with the uſual rite of impoſition of hands, At. 1 3. 
AR.6.6. i Tim. 5. 22. Tit. 1. 5 .1 Tim. 4+ 14. There was no | 
thing in thoſe days as a meer unoraained ruling-Elder, ſuch as is the | 
lates Chancellor, and the Presbyterial ruling Elder. Paul writin 
Titus to ordain Elders in every City of (Crete, by Elders means Biſh 
fuch as the ordinary Pariſh. Miniſters with us, as is evident by com 
ring Tit, 1.5. with v..6, 7. So Paul writing ro Timothy makes men 
only of Biſhops and: Deacons, 1 Tim. 3. 1,2,&c. 8,9, 10, 11, 12,6 
and he plainly intimats that the Elder ſlip or Presbytery which then was, 
the power of Ordination of Miniſters and Impoſition of hands, (wh 
the Prelates-do not allow to their Chancellor, nor the Presbyterians 
their ruling-Elders), 1 Tim4 14. Presbyterium hic colle&ivum 1 
men eſſe poteſt pro-iplisſenior:ibus, | Presbyrerorum collegis,! ſays / 
Calvin «pon the.place, and: he would have.it to be nomen' officii; « 
adds further, Ceremoniam, pro-iplo attu .ordinationis-poluit,”' 

Peter writing tothe Eldersof. the:Churches of. the diſperſed Chriſt 

Jews, doth plainly intimate that they were all Paſtors and Biſhops 
ſouls, as us evident from the words,to' an impartial conſiderate Read 
1 Pet. 5. 1,2, 3, 4. they were to feed the flock,, k pilcopountes, as 
ftors and Biſhops: which plainly implys that they had authority to do 
whole work and office of a;Paſtor, as thoſe in A. 20.28. So the «4 
thor to the Hebrews makes mention.of no other rulers, but. ſuch-as « 
watch for. their ſouls, and who muſt\ave account [as thoſe that were 
trifted:to dothe- office of, a\ſpiritual wetohman orpaſtor rothem}; Heb. 
17. Ant the. Apoſtiecreckhongng\ np. the-divers: degrees or orders of Ai! 
ſteers inthe Church,: nawes.Apaſties) Prophets, Evangeliſts, Pajtors a 
Teachers, but ſays nitbing of avacer ruling-Elder, F ph.'4.: 12/10), 

I do offer theſe further reaſons*:' Fo be a Church-ruler. 190 have t 
whole office and authority of. a Paſter. or Biſhopin Gods Churth; ' As 43 
Family,. hexwhous thebead:avd ruler, nethe Hubatd, Parent, Daft 
hath authority to do not oply.atts of Family diftipline, bat: all-other at 
' pertaining to the office of him who is ſupream in the Family, Gen, 13; 1 
 Deut.6.7, Joſhi24. 15+.:Jobiac5. 4 Tim.g.4 vo hon hin ng D 
....Fo when we ſay a ruler in the Commonwealth, ſupream and ſubordinut 
_ thereby we-da ex vi termini3aſcrvbe unto him the-whote office.of a:Fudg 


politic 
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”e to hin 4political Magiſtrate, Exod. 22.28. Soto be a ruler ut the Church: #5 
they wer: *.the ſane astobe a Paſtor, Biſhop,;i or ſpiritual over-ſeer, an authorized 
ver 'whic|, tofficer of Chriſt; having pawer- to do all Paſtoral and Epiſcopal atts, 
or over. (which be for the good of the flock,, and the weil government of all the 
ordinate, * ongregation. When a Miniſter preacheth, baptizeth, giveth the Lords 
t. 13.23, Supper, &c. theſe are all parts of his office, as a Church guiae or ruler 
r 10 [th tand ſpiritual commiſſioned overſeer. 
the Pre. As for that Scripture, 4 Tim. 5.117. which is much vexed, to uphold 
Yiting to thus opinion of the meer ruling-Elder, and i the maineſt Scripture which 
"B:ſhops, can be alledged for it : to what hath. been ſaid ] do ada this further. We 
y Compa- fee it the ordinary prattice 'of Fudges in their circuits; for the more 
mention quick and convenient diſpatch of buſineſs, to divide their work,, and one 
12,@c. F udp ſits in one place or court to hear common-pleas aud pleas byNift prius; 
was,had '\gndthe other F uds ſits in another place or court to determine pleas of the 
(which Crown, andyry priſoners for their lives. Now theſe Tudges are co-ordi- 
rians ro nate, and bave equal power and commiſſion, and do but prudently diſtri- 
um no- 7 bute their work ,, and it may well be: ſaid of them, let the 7 wages which 
ys Mr. , be faithful be accounted worthy of. all honour, eſpecially they who fit upou 
i; and ;life-and death. 
| Sowhenthere is a Parliament, the Houſe of (ommons appoints ſeve- 
riftian |ral Committees" for. ſeveral matters , may it not well be ſaid, let all the 
ops of Members of Pariiament which be faithful, be counted worthy of all ho- 
eader, | noury eſpecially they who are appointed.to- this or that particular. Com- 
as Pa. , mittee," as being a'thing of great truſt ? doth thus infer that therefore all 
daothe the Members in Parliament are nat co-ordinate, and. have not equal pow- 
&Tu- wr and authority? So with reſpett to the /Aimſtry, 1 will ſuppoſe that 
4s did there are ſix ordained Elders.4n the Church of Epheſus, unto whom Paul 
reen- Writes,\ Let the Elders that-rule well, be counted worthy.of double 
eb.19, honour, eſpecially they who labour in the word and coftiine, Doth 
Mini thts: prove tthat there muſt-needs be' two forts ar orders of Elders .in the 
3 arid Church, onehaving no power to-labour in the word and dottrine. but bare- 
».3 dJytorwlewell? no ſurely, but I will ſuppoſe the Paſtoral work, to be as 
ye the much as all ſixcan do ; and for the convenient doing of it they ſhall dt- 
27's Ude their work,,. aud he that: ts beſt able, skilful and holy, ſhall be #n- 
aſter, ployed inthat part of the Paſtoral office which hath the neareſt tendency to 
atls Convert'and-edifie ſouls, as publickypreaching;. and the reſt may Baptize, 
10, ,Gatechife, viſit the ſick;,' prepare matters fer Diſcipline, and aſſiſt there- 
} [#5 and if. they be all of equal parts, gifts and graces, \they may preach 
mate, byturns; andall be compleat:Paſtors,. and have co-ordinate power. And 
ig or therefore Mr. Calvin's comment. upon the words, Quoſdam bene & bo: 
tical © neſte 


- 


'neſte ipriefiſſe, quibus tamen”non cerant conifniſſe,, docendi. partes, 
not fonnd. As for hisother words well willerftodd, 1do aſſent to thews. 
Et ſane ex'populo deligebantur graves & 'probati homines, qui- uma 
cum Paſtoribus communi confilio &/authoritate Ecclefix diſciplinam 
adminiſtrarent, ac efſent quaſi cenfores moribus corrigendis. Hunc mo- 
rem Ambroſius obſolevifſe conqueritur DoRorum ignaria, vel poti- 
us ſuperbia, dum toli volunt eminere. 4 ſhadow. of theſe graves & 
probati homines, or ruling-Elders, be the Church wardens and Sidemen 
of every Pariſh, whoſe office is to be morem centores. 

But the truth # that all ſides both Independents and Presbyterians, 
arid Epiſcopal Divines, ſeem to be much ont in this matter, and to be de- 
parted from the Scripture-pattern, and primitive Apoſtolical ſimplicity, 
For among us there is a great unperceived want of Mimſters in moſt-Con- 
gregations, there are not enough to do all the Paſtoral work, as it ſhould 
be done, eſpecially in great Congregations, Tn the building of\Solomon's 
material Temple there were three thonſand and ſix hundred Officers and 
Overſeers to ſet the people'a work.,, 1 Chron. 2.118. And by Gods diretli- 
0n to his people of old, there were rulers and: captains over thouſands, 
and captains over hundreds, and captains over fifties, and' captains over 
tens, andofficers over the people, Deut. 1.15 Butin many a Congrega- 
tron and Pariſh of England conſiſting of thouſands of Families, of a thou- 
ſand thouſand people, there is but one (ingle-Paſtor or two at moſt todo all 
the. Paſtoral work. So that a great part of the Paſtoral work 1s omitted, 
though I believe more might be done by thoſe few that are,than # uſually. 
And many do rigidly and uncharitably, yea and unfaithfully wn part aaf. 
charge themſelves of a great deal of the Paſtoral work by confining they 
Paſtoral'care'to thoſe only that are admitted ro'the Lords T able,thinking 
it enough bayely to preach to the reſt (which 1 confeſs is a great deal) 
without any further private overſight, unleſs it be to viſit ſuch of their 
fock'as upon their death'beds ſhall ſend for them, to pray by, and inſtrutb 
them then "Whereas we ſhonld not only teach 'publickly, but from houſe to 
bouſe, '& &,"20. 20. Warning every foul of our charge Col. 1.28, \P;- 
tying them, and being early and late with them as a faithful ſhepherd over 
his ſheep, A&: 20. 28,31. Gen: 31."40- Such whoſe.age. or weakneſs, or 
multitude of more pr wn urgent work doth hinder and call off, are ex- 
cuſed'; bit that excuſe a great many will hardly have to plead. Becauſe 
they'are.not admitttd torhe Lords Table; are they therefore no'Chriſtians? 
are they no part of your tharge *''do you allow them in\fome ſort tobe ſlated 
members of your Congregations, "and baptize their "children, and there 
leave thews without further looking afitr them, fave to:'preach to —_— 

"7 


ſupper » &c. T am for none ſuch; but I would have thew' all tobe ordain- 
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deny them the Sacrament. I do not think it mect to admit tothe. Lords- 
T able all whoſe children I think we may and ought 'to admit\to Baptiſm. 
There i 4 middle ſtate of p:rſons between Infidels or no Chriſtians, \and 
fideles or,compleat viſible Christians, ſuch who have very fair and. cltar 
right to the Lord's Supper coram Eccleſia; 'there are multitudes among 
5 whom we muſt reckon Chriſtians, and Chriſten their children, which 
we may or do to Pagans and yroſs Fleretic:s,and notoriou branded: con- 
turmacions ungodly ones, atid yet a great many of theſe whoſe children we 
”uſt baptiz.s, may be ſo bad mtheir lives, that it would be againſt charity, 
and the purity of Gods houſe and ordinances, & very inconvenient to admit 
then tothe Lords-Supper We muſt preach to them as unconverted ones, not 
rigidly cenſuring them, and counting them meer Pagans, and no Church- 
members in any degree at all. Such an opinion is more evil and deſtru- 
tive to the Church and ſouls,than I will now ſtand to deſcribe. But theſe 
faulty and defeftive Chriſtians we ſhould make a ſpecial part of our Pa- 
ftoral care and overſight both in private and publick., we ought to repute 
them as Catechumens, ſuch as be in the form of learners, and in a ſtate 
of preparation and beginning towards fideles and compleat wiſivle Chr: 
ſtians, and (ommunicants, ſuch of them as be more than ordinary, car- 
nal, or ſcandalous, we ought publickly to admoniſh. Now many Droines 
both Antiepiſcopal and Epiſcopal, do too wuch caſt off the care of theſe. 
end one cauſe i the paucity of Miniſters, and yet a great many ru 
ters, paſtors and people, think there are too many : ( there may be too ma- 
ny bad Miniſters, but not too many good ones );, and the pride,and ſelfiſh- 
nefs, and covetonſneſs of many Paſtors, will not ſuffer them to bave 
aſſiſtants. 

Now in the Primitive Churches there was more than one Paſtor to a 
congregation. According tothe greatneſs or ſmallneſs of the congygegati- 
on, they had more or fewer Paſtors and Deacons. To the Church at Jeru- 
ſalem conſiſting of about five thanſand, \&. 4 4. there were by order of 
rhe Apoſtles choſen ſeven men to be Deacons, At. G6. 3, and the twelve 
Apoſtles gave themſelves continually to prayer, and to the Miniſtry of the - 
word Ve 4. 

The number of Eders and Miniſters among ua ts not equal to theirs by 
much, eſpecially in great Pariſhes. 

" It ts therefore my judgment that there ſhould be a ſufficient number of . 
ordained Elders i every Parifh and congregation to do the whole Paſtorl * 
work, Not that there ſhoald be one ſort of meer ruling-Elders, ordained: 
or not ordained barely torule, and not toteach, baptize, give the Lords- 


ed 
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ed tothe ſame work.andioffice, to be'co. or dingte, to be. Biſhaps,. guides aud 
rulers in Gods Church,” allowing to each one-a difference of eſteem accor- 
ding to the difference of holineſs, wiſdom, uſefulneſs and excellency which 
God hath put upon him, and prudently to diſtribute their work, And if 
the Univerſities will not afford a ſufficient number, choice ſhould. be made 
of the more judicious and intelligent ſort of Auditors, who. are, {upra fie 
detivum vulgus, of which there are ſome. in moſt, congregations,. to be 
Paſtors and aſſiſtants to thoſe that are choſen out of the Univerſities, 1 
know this will diſpleaſe the Univerſities. and, thoſe that be all for Univer- 
ſity-men. But as 1 do honour the Univerſities and Learning, and learned 
men, and would have all the Pa$tors to.be learned.and. able Scholars as 
much as may be 5, ſo Ido honour holineſs and piety, ana reſpett the good 
of ſouls, and the intereſt of all the Churches. _ And Univerſities. and 
Univerſity-men muſt deny themſelves, and take up. their croſs daily,. if 
they will be Vniverſities and Diſciples of Chriſt, Luk. g. 23. | 

And whoever ſhall impartially read the Scriptures,” and the writings of 

the ancients, and ſhall conſider the ſtate of thoſe times, will find that the 
generality of the Primitive Biſhops, Paſtors and Miniſters, had no more 
learning and academica! education than the more intelligent and judicious, 
and grave, and experienced of the faithful among us, and many of them 
not ſo much. And I muſt needs ſay it were far better for the Churches to 
be ſerved by Miniſters, Paſtors and Biſhops choſen from among the faith- 
ful in our Congregations and Pariſhes, being ſupra fidelium vulgus, com- 
petently knowing, conſcientions, holy, &c. as many private Chriſtians 
are; than by. graceleſs wits and unſanttified Academical Dottors and 
Students in Plato and Ariſtotle, and in Arts and Sciences, who are a 
plague to the Churches a great many of them, and very unfit to be Chri- 
ſtian” Biſhops,Paſtors and Divines. True Philoſophy us true Chriſtiamty ;, 
and to be a right Logician us rightly to uſe the reaſon which God hath gi- 
ven 1.3 and they which ſtudy and teach any other Morality than what « 
contained in thoſe three, the grace of onr Lord Feſus ( hriſt, andthe love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, teach another Goſpel, and 
ſubvert the Chriſtian Religion, and feign a ſort of graces and wvintues 
which: are. but as a carcaſs without life, anda body without a. [owl-To 
ſtudy Phyſicks is to ſtudy to know God in all bis works. Divinity #8 pratti- 
cal. And all Learning and Science. ts to be ſubſerwient. to.true godhineſs, 
and this ought to be the firſt and laſt in all our ſtudies. For of God,. and 
through God; and to God are all. things, 1 NL Gn  o. 

- 1 bave\much.exceeded\my thoughts and intentions. in the length, and 
alſe-as to the matter of this advertiſement. and premonution to the Reader. 
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tion, which'ts the utmoſt authority 'and penalty in the Charchy. doth virty 
ally abuſe the whole office of the Ainiitry.. And as he which makes void 
' the penal and threatning. part of the Law,. doth in eodem f1gno rationis 
make void the pramiant and promiſſory part of the Law, or elſe he 1s 
groſly partial. and tn ſo doing deth make void the law it ſelf, ſo conſe- 
geeently he who doth by horrible abuſe make void” and evacuate the foree of 
Excown unication, doth make.void and'tvacuate the force of . abſolution, 
and wm diing that doth virtually and includedly what in him lyes make void 
the whole office and miniſtry of man in the Church, as baptizung; teaching, 
giving the Lerds ſupper, Ordination of: Miniſters, aud all Paſtoral 'and 
Epiſcopal att s:,. and brings the ſacred office unto. mockery, ſcorn,aud con- 
tempt ; andconſequently commits a common. ſcandal, deſtruitive \ to the 
Churches andthe ſouls of men, anda crime worthy to be puniſhed” by the 
Magiſtrate, and worthy of Excommunication.by the-Guides and Paſtors 
of the Church. | 
1 have this- one word more to add, that though private Chriſtians be 
zat authorized Ainiſters, yet where God deth bleſs them with wiſdom 
and holineſs, and gifts, and graces.competent:for-& Miniſter ; and the 
Church doth need their help, as it doth, they wanild:do well (having 1.8 
juſt reaſons to excuſe them) to procure \themſelves ts be Ordained into 
the Miniſtry; and all pious, right aiming Miniſters will be very forward 
to make the beſt and utmoſt uſe of the gifts and graces-of their people, 
eAndif all Miniſters ſhould bat make due uſe of the qudicious,and grave, 
and intelligent ones of their flock, it would be a means of preventing 
Schiſm, and gathering and ſetting up anti-Churches, and it would be 
an eaſe to Paſtors, and exerciſe and try the abilities of their people ;, and 
when they feel their under ſtandings and parts matched, they would learn 
by experience to be hnmble, and to have meu thanghts of themſelves, aid 
i to have more reverence forthetr Seniors. and betters.:; ng nn 
"ny eA's I donot. doubt but many.called;gifted Brethren have gone'too far 
+}! 09 one hand, and preſumed above their abilities, and without-yeſt. war ant 
3 have invaded. the office of the Mimniftiry, and-run before they have been 
ſent, and been. the authors \ and. cauſes of much: Schiſm,” and "of wany 
breaches and evils. 3n the Church, through their. ſelf-conceitedye ſs," and 
Corah:like affeftation to be'rulers and dominates in the Church 5. arid 
to be cried up for their parts and gifts, and ſeemirg-thill inthe Miniſtry. 
Sol] do net doubt but. that many gaad menand godly. Miniſters have gone 
. too far the other way," and have. failed. to wake due-nſe of the. gifts. and 
races of their people, and thereby have orcfionee me. of therheares 
#0.turn fromthem, and [ct np anti-Churches, @v, wnſ+ 1 
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To the Reader, 


pride of ſome called gifted Brethren, have undervalued and hept nnder 
the gifts and abilities of many honeſt, judicious, and ſober Chriſtians, 
who might have been very uſeful and aſſſtant to them in the Miniſtry, and 
in guiding and Gr faicg their flocks and have wanted ſomething 
of Moſes ſpirit, Would God all the Lords people were Prophets. 7: 
ſhould rejoice Miniſters to have their hearers ſo knowing, holy and expe- 
rienced, as to be able to be teachers themſelves, yea and to teach their 
Teachers. The more knowing and able that they are, they will be the 
more humble, They do greatly err which look all at bare authority in a 
Miniſter, and they do as greatly err that deſpiſe authority, and look all 
at gifts and graces. Though private Chriſtians be not anthorized Mini- 
ſters, there lyes upon them beſides the care of their own Families, great 
autyto love and to do good toothers, and to be uſeful and helpful in viſi- 
ting the ſich, admoniſhing, exhorting, counſelling, and other ways, many 
too long to be here inſiſted on, or ſo much as named by me, 
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Cr] 
eds at. tn3 ROM. F'14, 15, : 118: 
J am dchtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbariang : both 
: "fa the wiſe, and to the unwiſe. | 
So, as mmch as in me 3s, I am ready to' preach the Goſpel to 
* you that are at Rome alſo, | | 


£YOME. alterations and changes befalling. me, haye campelled 
me for the prelent to alter my. Text 3 got for my (ef, bur for 
"Þ.  yopr ſakes and the truth. T.he ſequel of the, Diſcourſe will 
w Five you to underſtand my reaſgns. _ 
The words now read are the words of bleſſed Pawl to the'Chriſti- 
ans at Rome, and have in them theſe notable parts ; 
1. An acknowledgment of himſelf to he debtor, 1 am debtor. 

2.” Thepartles to whom he 'was gebtgr, both ro the Greeks. and to 
the Barbarians, both to the wiſe and to the waviſe , which diftribution 
takes in all forts indefinitely, excepting none... 

"> 3. The debt which he owed to them, which.is: partly expreſſed, 
and partly implied; partly exprefſed, ang that is.the preaching of the 
Golbit; znd partly implied, and that is love and care for-their ſouls, 
and as fruit or expreſſion thereof, preaching the Golpe]. 


4. Here'is the profeſhon of his ſincerity and readinels to diſcharge 
and PL. this debt, 7 am ready to preach the Goſpel to you that- axe at 
Rome alſo. | THAgNeK FE $0 

'5. Hereis a neceſſary caution or limitation put in,. 46 reach «s 512 me 
z; that is, [acknowledg my {elf debtor to you at Rome, but nat to 
you only, I owe the like debt to many others which I do to you; I 
am debtor to all, the Greeks and Barbgrians, the Wiſe and the wagh [4 
as much as in me lyes,] am ready to preach the Goſpel to You at Rome alſa.; 
that is, there is nothing ſhall keep me from preaching .to you hut meer 
Fynlcienee,ang invincible reaſons from duty and neceſlity, that 1 can- 
not avoid. 

 6.' Here is to be noted the great ardour aad zeal of the Apoſtle, 
implied in the Text, and all algog inthe precedent yerfes, and parti- 
culatly expreſſed, Yer/. 11. 1 long to ſee you, that I way impart wnto 
$777 ſome ſpiritugl gift 5, as alſo oh HARA acknowledging him- 
{elf their gJebtor; as alſo his earneſt care, and rhe vaſtneſs of His:loye 
for all the Churches of Chrift,; that high he-elſewhere expreſſes of 
| Himſelf, beſides all his perfonal labours, forrows, ſufferings, and 
& B tempta- 
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temptations, thoſe things that are without, that which comes upon, me 
daily, the care of all the Churches, 2 Cor. 11.28. 

7. Laſtly, here is limited the Apoſtles tidelity and exaQneſs in the 
diſcharge of all this debt and duty in this adverb /o; \which is not a 
bare word of conſtruction to render. the fenſe .more coherent, -but 
takes in both the matter and manner of performance : 1 acknowledg 
my ſelf debtor to all; and juſt as my debt is, my whole man and. the 
ſenſe of my whole man to all the Churches of Chriſt with all poſſible 
lincerity, diligence, and zeal 3 even,ſoas muchas in me lyes Lamrea- 
dy todiſcharge this debt, to preach this Goſpel to all, the-wile and the 
unwiſe, and particularly to you that are at Reme alio.,-, 

Do. A Miniſter of the Goſpel is debtor to all, as much as in his 
lyes, to preach the Goſpel to all, that us to as many as he can. ro 

There is none can doubt of the juſt colle&ion of this Doctrine from 
the words. except it be for this one reaſon, That the Apoſtle was an 
extraordinary Miniſter 6f the Church, and had a more large extenſive 
commiſſion than ordinary Miniſters have, and ſo,it may be thought 
there lay that debt upon him which doth not lye upon us... | ps 49 

I ſhall anſwer ſuch, by the Apoſtle hiniſelf, Phil. 4. g, Thoſe things 
which ye have both learned and received, and beard,and ſeen in me, do, 
and the Goa of peace ſhall be with you. 1 Cor. 11. 1, Be ye followers of 
me even 44 I alſo am of Chriſt, The Apoſtle in this is an imitable exam- 
ple to all Chrifts Miniſters to the'worlds end, ButT ſhall clear,this by 
familiar proofs and reaſons. a LR 
* A Miviſter.of Chrilt ſuſtains, as I may ſay, adouble capacity, of 
ſtands in,a double relation to the whole Church. - 1.. As a Chriſtian: 
2. *Asa Miniſter: © Sears on 
"- 1. Asa Chriſtian, he ſtands related to Chriſt and to his Church uni- 
verſal; and this is common to him with all other Chriſtian people, We 
are not Chriſtians in this or that place only, or among this or that 
people, 'but'we'are Chriſtians in all places where we come., As a man 
isa man in any.part of the warld, or a Chriſtian man is a Chriſtian 
man in alf places, in the'remoteſt parts cf the earth; and he is to car- 
ry himfelf like a Chriſtian, both towards God and towards man, both 
toward the wiſe and the unwiſe, Greeks and Barbarians, bond and. free. 
Now we:re related to Chriſts Church, rot barely as Chriſtians, but 
as Miniſters alſo; or rather we are Chriſtian Miniſters, to the wiſe 
and to' the 'unwile,' to all people, and nations,- and languages where 
-we'ſhall be called,' and God hall give us opportunity, capacity and 
*ability to preach the Goſpel. I do'eaſily grant that we may have tye 
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-arid:a more ſpecial relation to this or that particular people orCongre- 
. gation: \ but this particular relation to a particulat people'and' Con- 


*gregation is but reſpeQive, -limited and ſubſcrvient to'our general 


duty: to'theChurch univerſal, {I o 
. ; Now; there is a twofold debt incumbent upon: each Miniſter of 
Chriſt as he is a Chriſtian Miniſter to the "Church univerſal. ' 1. The 
debt-of- love and good-will: 2: The debt of /benificerice and good do- 
ing. We owe toall this grand debt of love and good-will, Row.12, 
8, .Owe.no. man any thing,but to love one another,” Love'is both the leaſt 
and ghe-greateſt debt we can owe to any : 1, lt is the leaſt; we can do 
No. leſs than love another, and wiſh him well, that God may bleſs his 
ſoul, -that.he may be ſavedin-the day of the Lord ;- love is the ligh- 
teſt, and. cheapeſt thing of any,” Love' ſhould be as common as men. 
Eyexy; man is to be loved with a-love of complacency fo tar as he is 
lovely, and participates 'of the Image of God 3' and with a love of 
benevolence and good-will, for far as he is wanting, and needs help, 
and is within our reach to help, Though we cannot help him out- 
wardly, we may love him inwardly. Though 1 cannot do good to all 
the Churches of Chriſt uponearth, I may have love and good-will in 
my heast towards them. Though 1 cannotpreach to all the Kingdoms 
in.the World,that is impoſſible, yet I may wiſh & long in my heart that 
they all-had the Goſpel and Preaching: Though I cannot relieve all the 
needy.people in a Town or Pariſh,l may have inward charity to them 
alland outwardly relieve as many as Ican. Love is the leaſt 'and loweſt 
thing we can poſſibly owe and do to any. The pooreſt beggar owes this 
and may pay it as well as the greateſt King;zand where ever there is a 


' man in the world,he owes this debt of love and good-will to all other 


men,. 2+ As this is the leaſt and loweſt debt, ſo it is the greateſt we 
can owe and pay'to any man. For love is the fulfilling of the Law; all 
the. Law is comprehended 'in this one ſaying, Thox ſhalt love - 
neighbour as thy ſelf, Rom. 1.3. 8, 9.” Though you do never ſo muc 
good outwardly to another, and have not love and charity, it is no- 
thing 3, though you give all your goods to the'poor, and build alm- 
houles, | and do never ſo many excellent works, and be void of ſincere 
Chriſtian charity, it is all but as a ſounding braſs, and tinkling cym- 
bal, 1 Cor. 13. Love is more weighty and maflie than Gold, it is 
as ſtrong as death. God ts love; and'he that dwelleth in love; dwelleth in 
God,'1.]oh,.4,16, Love another, and in that meafure that- you-love 
him, :you-will do-him no: hurt at»ally; you will 'do him all-the good 
«you can... This:debt of: lave and: good-wilbis incumbent upon all. 
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2. But that is notall, for we owe beneficerice and dving pood'to 
all; we owe all the good we can to mens bodies am ſouls, Gal. 6.40. 
\Do good unto. al men, eſpetrally to them which ave uf the houſhold af 
faith. I hope you will not think that it is the duty 'of all but'Miniſters 
'tod6good to all; you find no ſuch thing it the Text z and inatl tea- 
ſon we ſhould rather-be patterns [to others of doing pood, 'ahdl not 
come. behind any in ſo excellent a piece of Religion as _—_ good. 
And Ll hope none will ſay, but that preaching: of 'the Goſpel in it felf 
is a good work Iam ſure it isagreater:good init (elf, and-as fuch co 
ſouls, than if I ſhould diſtribute all my eftate upon needy perfons to 
relieve their bodies. If Heaven and everlaſting Salvation be good, 
their preaching the Goſpel 'is good. For faith cometh by hearing, ani 
hearing by the word of God \, andbow can they hear without 4 preaoher ? 
and bow can they preach except they be ſemt'? Rom. 10. 14, 15, 16; 19. 
Thoſe'that cry out againſt preaching, and by their leave and- pood- 
will there ſhould either be no preaching, or as little as might be, they 
do but ſpeak the language of Hell and the Devil, and are combined 
with him in a league 'to undermine the honour, the Kingdom, the 
intereſt of God and the; Lord Jeſus'Chrift and thefſalvation of fouls. 
What are thoſe good works which thefe Satanical haters of goodnes 
would have us to do ?1s it fo great agood todo good: to menybedics? 
atid is it not as great and greater to do good to mens ſouls? Is'em'alins 
for the body commendable? and is an-alms for the foul diſgrace ard 
damage? Doweoweallthe good-and beneficence 'we can tothe onr- 
ward-mortal and carnal-patt, and not much more all the: good we can 
to the moſt noble immortal and precious part 'of man ? 'fixh reaſons 
and objec ions from infidels and Epicures'might be.better exculkble ; 
but from the mouths of Chriſtaas they are boathſomeand-adominable, 
and God willmake aHfuchitoknow,that preaching the Goſpel'in fin- 
eqrity toſave fouls, is the greateſt ourward gaod;and: doing anon cult 
ean bein this world. tf it were not, #& wouldnot-be \fo much hatediand 
eppolcd by al,anwe ſee itiis, Well, 1 have fhewedryou tharthere is this 
twofold -debs incumbent upenallChriſts Miniſters jav mucti as in uxlyes 
to all. x. The debr-of veer. mag ner tn The debr-of Qo- 
ing good;particularly andelpecially of preaching the Goſpel. Though 
re Garmcleer of-it elf, yet-for further clearne(s 1 ſhall eonfirar tt 
by theſe-following prook.andveaſons. [oo on 7 7 
A. x, Weiare to:do;thus inintitationof God-who. is good and 6th 


ed ,,and that to:blk P/al 1195:68, i Thom arr pool, 'and teſt good, 
d Pſll.n64y I9; The: Lord ov; good 20 ald,- 11d bis 'Dender 'mevones ure 
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over all hz works.  And'we are commanded ro he perfettas6ur Heaven- 
ly Father is perfet, who maketh his Sun to ſhine upon all;/ Mar, 5. 
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R. 2. 1n Itnitation of Jeſus Chrift, 45. 10/448; Who wrire bunt 
doing good, ' and bealing all that were oppreſſed of the Dron, for God 
was with him. You'niay read of 'his Travels:fronr place to Plaro prea- 


ching in all the Synagogues and' Villages of Fudea, 'Mar 137 33, 39, 
And Simon and they that were with him followed after hins, and when 
they had found bim, they [aid unto him, all men ſeth for thee: end he 
fait anto them,let ma gu tro the next Towns, that 1 may preach rhere 
alfo, for therefore came I forth. And be preached in\their Synatogurs 
throaphout all Galitee, ayd aft out Devils And AMar.'2' t; 2, Ant a- 
ain he entred mo Capernann after ſame days, ani"it wat noſed that 
e was inthe honfe, and ſtraightway many were gathered together, inſo- 
wuch that there was no room to receive them, no not ſo much as about the 
aoor;, and he preached'the word unto them. Mat, g. 35, 36; 37, 38, And- 
Tefus went about all the Cities and Villages,teaching in their Synagogues, 
and preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom, and/healing every ſicktteſs 'and 
every diſeaſe amony the peopte: Bat when he ſaw'the multitudes, he' was- 
moved with compaſſitn en, bernuſe they fainted, and were ſcattered 
abroad as ſheep baving #to ſhepherd: Then [mth he unto'bis Diſciples, the 
harveſt truty-is plenteos, but the labourers are few; priy/ye therefore 
the Lortlof the harveſt that he will ſend forth-labourervinro bis bares. 
They Focked after him out of all pfaces. There 'were' gathered toge-- 
ther at, one time five thoutand men beſides women and chrikdrengand/he | 
mate them all tofitdown on the graf;and fed themmiractlouſty with - 
five loaves and two filhes, Mat. 14. 15- And another time they fol- 
towed him three days together hearing him: preach the Gofpel 3' and. 
Maving mothing to ext, the had compatſion -on'ther, and would not - 
fend them away faſting,” leſt theyſhoutd faint in the way'; (anthers 
fore by x miracle'of feven loaves and a few'ltttle fiſhes he fed fourthoti- 
ſand befides women and children, Mar. 15. 32: This was inthe open-- 
air opon'the green-grafs. Would you not have us to be' imitators of 
Chrift? why elfe are we called Chriftians ?*Can we be fo much for 
preaching as he was, preaching in. a Mountain, preaching out-of a 
Ship;by the Sea-ſhore, o_ in private houſes, people thronging- 
to hear him, and coming'ont of all places and from alt-patts by han-- 
dreds and by thouſands, and "following him from-day today? He was 
{p.intent vpon preaching, that they could 'not fo 'mnch as tat bread ; - 
And fa that his friends heating of it, they went out: tolay hold on- 
| | him-3 
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| him 3; for, they ſaid, He # beſides himſelf, Mar, 3. 20, 21. :I know 
Chriſt was an extraordinary. Preacher 3 but doubtleſs he is in all this 
our pattern for preaching and doing all the good that pollibly we 
can. And peoplerhave fouls now as well as then, and we are bound 
toall carc tor them now as they were then. And Chriſt meant not. to 
tarry always upon earth, and preach in perſon to all. He preacheth 
to us by his Spirit and Miniſters now.z and he that refuleth to hear 
theſe, refuſeth to hear him. : 

R. ;. We are to be thus intent upon Preaching in imitation of the 
bleſſed Apoſliles, and the firſt and primeſt Miniſters of Chriſt, Roy. 
15. 19, From Feruſalem and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully 
preached the Goſpel of Chriſt, Col. 1. 28, Warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wiſdom, that we may preſent every man per fect 
#n (hriſt. At. 8.4, They that were ſcattered abroad went every where 
preaching the word. O how abundant and unwearied was the Apoltle 
Paul in preaching the Goſpel, and {o all the Apoſtles, going from 
place to place, up and down the world to preach and ſpread the Go= 
tpel. So aſſiduous and painful were they, in the work of God, that 
they, alſo, were thought to be befides themſelves, and were put to an- 
{wer for themſelves, 1f we be beſides our ſelyes it 5 to God, 2 Cor.5.13. 
They would not. to ſerve the poor, fuſfer themſelves to be called off 
from preaching the Goipel.z but the poor being ſupernumerary,they 
appointed the Office of Deacons to (ce to:them : but ſay they, We ws!! 
£ve our, ſelves cantinually to prayer, and to the miniſtry of the Ward, 

AQ. 7. 2, 3, 4+ yes . | | 
4 A w; I may argue from the general Commiſſion of Jeſus Chriſt at 
his leaving the world, to his Apoſtles firſtly and primarily, but not 
ſolely, bur alſo to all Goſpel Miniſters to the end of the world, Mar. 
28. 18, 19,20, Go and teach all Nations, baptizins them, Q&c. and lo 
T am with you even unto the end of the world. Nar. 16. 15, 16, Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Goſpel to every creature; that is to 
every man and woman under Heaven. You will ſay,theſe are not com- 
mands for our times. Are they not? where do you find any excepti- 
on of times or places ? theſe commands are commands now, and they 
are, obliging upen all to the uttermoſt of our power in our ſeveral 
places, the letting up of the Name and Kingdom of God in all the 
world. by the preaching of rhe Goſpel. And] do not doubt but that it 
lyes as a heavy,fin upanghe Chriſtian World, that no more is done by 
Chriſtian Kings,States, and Goyernments;. and others in their places, 


towards the diſperſing. of the Goſpel over all the known world, 
| os | Though 


& Xs © EEC = Ia; aetin. 


ET 1 


Though we cannot preach the Goſpel ro ail, yet a command ftands 
vpon record in Chriſts Goſpel, obliging all in their places to wiſh and. 
endeavour to the utmoſt of our power, and a promiſe to creournge 
us in all juſt endeavours ; and thoſe are as truly in force naw as 
ever, 

R. 5. And what is this hut according to our Caily prayers? Orr 
Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy Kingarm come, 
thy will be done in earth as it ts done tn Heaven ? Do not all Chriſtian 
people pray theſe prayers? Is it not then hypocriſie to pray that the 
Goſpz] may be preached up and down the world, and to {peak againſt, 
and oppole the preaching of it among our ſelves in moſt needy places ? 
how ſhall Gods'name be hallowed, how ſhall his Kingdom he fet up, 
and the Kingdom of- the Devil and darknels, and ungoclineſs, thrown: 
cown,but by the Word and Goipel of Chriſt? And how can they have 
this Goſpel without ſome one to bring it them? and who are appoin- 
ted to bring it them but Preachers? as the Apoſtle argues, How can. 
they hear without a Preacher 7. doth not this ſhew the wretchednels 
and hypocriſiz of many among us, which pray thelz prayers, ard: 
groſly oppoſe the preaching of the Goſpel ? * fg | 

R. 6. Moreover, what 1ays'bleſſed Paul? Phil. 1 15,16, 17, 19, 
Some indeed preach Chriſt even'of envy and ſtrife, and ſome of good- 
will. The one preach Chriſt of contention, not ſincerely, ſuppoſing to add 
affiiction'to my bonds : but the other of love, knowing that I am ſet for 
the defence of the Goſpel. What 'then ?: Notwithſtanding every way, 
whether in pretence or in truth,Chriſt i preached and I therein do rejoice, 
and will rejoice. 'Are not thoſe wicked wretches which envy the fin- 
cere preaching of the Goſpel ? What? do they. know our hearts bet- 
ter than we our ſelves? That's the cuſtom of hypoctites and malignant 
wretches, when they can charge no fault outwardly, they take upon 
them to know our hearts, and condemn us of hypocriſie, and corrupt 
felf-ends. Had they pure zeal for the glory of God, and the good of 
touls, they would rejoice with bleſſed Paul when the Goſpel is preach- 
ed, though out of envy and ftrife : but becaufe they fret and rage, 
and do all they can to get the Goſpel down, when it is preached ſm- 
cerely and faithfully, that doth prove beyond all denial that they are 
plainly a&ed by a Satanical, God-hating ſpirit, and are full of envy 
and wrath, and malignant nature, that are grieved at the heart like 
the adverſaries of Fernſalem, when any one comes forth from the 
Lord that ſeeks the welfare of ſouls. Nehem. 2. 10, When Sankballat 
and Tobia beard of it, it grieved them exceedingly that there was come a 

| man 
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- wana ſeek the welfare of the elyldren of Iſrael. So do enyious wicked 
Paſtors and people, rulers and ruled, ſer themſelves againſt the Lord aud 
againſt his anointed; as you may read in P/al, 2. throughout, 

R 7. I may argue from the words of a Miniſters Ordination. Bi- 
ſhops themſelves when they ordain Miniſters, they orcain them to no 
one place; they ordain Miniſters, inveſting them with power and au- 
thoriry from Jeſus Chriſt to preach the Goſpel; they limit them to no 
place or people at all, and they tye. them qQut from none. By the 
words of Ordination we have licente and authority even from ordain- 
ing Biſhops themlſclves to-preach the Goſpel in any place to any peo- 
ple, where we ſhall be duly called. E | | 

R. 8. I may argue from the Apaſtles words, 2 Tw,4.1,2, I ch 
thee therefore before God and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall oe 
quick and the dead,at his appearing and hu Kingdom : preach the word, 
be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon \ reprove, rebukg, exhort with all 
long ſuffering and doftrine. For the time will come when they will not en- 
dure ſound doftrine, but after their awn Infts (ball they heap tothew/elves 
teachers having itching ears. What man on earth ſhall exempt us from 
the obedience of this charge and command of God, preach the. word, 
be inſtant in ſezſon, out of ſeaſou \, thatiis at all-times, in all places, and 
to alj perſons where we-can perceive we have juſt call and realons to 
preach (of which more anon. .? And i Cor. 9 16. A neceſſity is laid 
upon me, yea wes unto me if I preach nat the Goſpel. Shall Gad threa- 
ten wo' tons if we preachinot the Goſpel, and (ball we fear the threats: 
of 'men more than God? Fer. 1.17. Tho therefare gire up thy lows,: 
and arsfe and ſpea% unto them all that I command thee: be net diſmayed 
at their faces, leſd I confound thee before them, 3 

R.o. Imay:arguefromithe Law of gature and humane fociety 3 the 
intereft of particular Churches and S25cieties ts bound up in the 1jnte- 
reſt of- the: Church univerlal, as the weltare of this and other parti. 
cular Towniiis bound vpiin the welfare of all the Kingdam'; and eve- 
rv pwvticulariofficer in the Commonwealth is bound as he is a member 
ef the Commonwealth,to-endeavour the good and contervation of the 
whole, Asih the body natural the eyeis not for tlelf, nor the hand, 
ror the foot:;) butievery member bears a relation to the head and.ro 
thei wholketbody, and to each particular member: $0 every Chrittian 
man and Chriſtian Miniſter dath bear a relation co Jeſus Chrift the 
head; and to his bady the Church univerſal; .and he owes the utmoſt 
ſervice that-poſſiole he canto the whole body, or <tc he is guilty {o 
far-of Sehifm-from the-body, and-is uncharttable and feltifh, and. 


drives 
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drives on a pattial, narrow and felf-ſeeking delign of his own, arid 
doth not fincerely eek the glory of God, and the things of Jeſus 
Chrift. 

R. 16, AY the difficulty lyes in comparing circumſtances, and 
weighing all things to be contidered, and {:eing to our telves that we 
do at to the glory of God, and tothe good of Chriſts Church, and 
that we do nothing againſt rhe rekes of piety, equity, and charity, 
and that we never preach and pray when preaching and praying will 
likety do more hurt than £005, 

Obj. 1. As for preaching ir. fuch 2 place as this, let the Golpel be 
preached, and ſouls inſtructed, and Gors work dane, and tet them 
chaſe what place they will. it is groſs hypocrifie to be for places 
apamſt the glory of God, anc the S:jvorion of fouls, and the fub- 
ftantial duties of piety, mercy and obedieivce, and to be more for the 
hotinefs of places than of pertons. As Chrift faith of the Sabbath, che 
Sabbath was made for man, and not man jor the Sabbath: So places 
were tmade for men,” and not men for places. In all places God hath 
prothiſed where he records his name, he will meet his people, and 
btefs them, Exod. 20. 22 Now God dorhchiefly record his name in- 
wardly in the hearts of his people, and they are his fpiritual temple. 
Arid as for ottward places, God will have mercy rather than ſacrifice; 
and where God doth call his Miniſters to preach, and his people to 
meer-and hear, there he doth (pro rewpore, For the time) record his 
name, and thete Chriſtian foulsmay expect his bleſſing ; where two 
or three are gathered togerher inp Chriſts name, there he is in the 
mitt of them, At -18. 20. It is not the phce which haſlows the 
people, butt is the Minifter, the people, and the exerctfe which doth 
hallow rhe place, Ger. 28 16, 17, And Farob awaked ont of his ſleep, 
ant lit ſaid, the Lord i inthis place, and I knew = not, And he was a- 
fraith, attl ſaid, how dreadfal is this place! this is none other but the 
houſe of God, and this us the gate of heaven, A hungry ſoul would be 
glad of fpiritoal food in a worſe place than this. Our blefſed Saviour 
preach&t'im the open fields, in a'mountain by the Sea fide, in private 
hovfes. Bleſſed Mary fat at his feet hearing his word in a private 
Roule, L;h 10. 38, &c. And Peter preached to Cornehizy and his 
Kinfmen gathered. together privately, and the Holy Gholt fell on 
then all, eZ. 10. 24, 34, 44 To fay that there are puBfick places 
more convenient to preach in, is but equivocation, and no better 
than deceit and untruth ; and ir is all one as if you thout'bind a mans 
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legs, and then bid himrun : or bid a man eat; and take the meat froin 
him, or ſet it out of his reach. 

If men will not ſuffer us to preach in the proper and uſual 'place, 
and ſhall blame and ſlinder, and puniſh us for preaching in ſuch places 
as theſe, and think that for place ſake we ſhould forbear a moſt godly 
and profitable duty, .if there be an offence com nitted, it is they and 
not we who are guilty. We do but do our duty, preferring mercy 
before ſacrifice, and ſerving God before men and places. 

Obj, 2. If any ſhall ask, What have I to-do to preach in anothers 
cbarge againſt his will ? 

This.is anſwered before. If- my next neighbours houſe be on fire, 
and | efpy it and tell him-of it, and endeavour to ſave the houſe and 
all in it from being burnt, can he blame me for this, and ſay, what 
authority have you to meddle with me and mine? Orifa neighbour- 
Town. have the plague in it, and we of this Town take pity upon 
them, ..and ſend them relief, and help them all we can, will any beſo 
perverſe as to refuſe our help, and ſay you have nothing to do to re- 
lieve us? Orif as I go up and down the-ſtreets,[ meet with a poor 
L3zar full of ſores and botches, and offer him an alms of a 4 d'or 
6-d. ſhall he be fo perverſe and proud as to refuſe it, and ſay, 
Fou have no authority to relieve me, . I fcorn your-alms and 
charity ?: 

If men were-God, we ought to pleaſe them as God ; but -being 
they are but men, we are to regard them but as men; and if any 
ſhall. take offence where no offence is given, they muſt blame them: 
ſelves, .and not-expeCt that we ſhould fear and obſerve. them more 
than God, . and deny compaſſion to ſouls becauſe they are offended. - 

Two -points more I ſhall deduce. and open: 1. We are not to 
ſuſpend: our ſelves from Preaching becauſe we want a Biſhops Li- 
cenſe. 2. We are not-to ſuſpend our ſelves from Preaching where 
we have a due call. | | 

1. We are not to ſuſpend our ſelves from Preaching for want 
of a Biſhops Licenſe : For Jeſus Chriſt is the ſupream Biſhop and 
Shepherd of ſouls z and all Biſhops, Paſtors and Miniſters be under 
him ;..and you ſee by the words of. my Text, we are debtors to 
all, and it is not -the Biſhop that can diſoblige us from this debt; 
We are the commiſſioned Officers and Stewards of- Jelus Chriſt, 
| all of us-in- relation to the Church univerſal, and no one Biſhop or 

Paſtor can claim ſtate. and ſuperiority over another againſt the rules 
of-charity, humility, and right-order. Every Paſtor is a A. | 
Q a 
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of Souls. A Paſtor, a. Biſhop, and an Overſeer of Souls, are hut 
three names for the ſame thing. If I were a meer ſtranger and 
ſhould come into this. Town to 1ojourn, and ſhould ſee a fire begun 
in any houſe, . muſt I forbear to give notice of it without a licenſe 
from ſome one that hath authority ? what if he be not at home ? 
what if, he.live a great way off. ? what if he be drunk and not 
fit to be {poke with? what if -he be proud and malicious, and 
lordly, and will not give a licenſe ? muſt all the Town be burat 
becauſe of him? If I fee a company of needy beggars and hungry 
famiſhed perſons, -muſt I go for a Biſhops: licenle to relieve theſe 
people before I can do it? muſt I preach no where but juſt where 
the. Biſhop ſaith | muſt? Is he God and Jelus Chriſt? Is he my 
Lawmaker, and muſt he be my Judg? He is a man, and he is a 
Miniſter as I am, and I am a Miniſter as he is; I have power to 
preach the Goſpel as well as he, and he hath power to preach the 
Goſpel no more than 1, Muſt ſouls be left to fink or ſwim be- 
cauſe one that is called Biſhop, that lives a great many miles off, 
threatens what he will do againſt us ? If the Pope of Rome ſhall 
take upon him to be Biſhop of all the world, and ſhall forbid all to 
preach the Goſpel that have not a licenſe and deputation from him, 
muſt we obey him ? If the Archbiſhop of York, or Canterbury ſhall 
take himſelf to be Biſhop of all the Souls within .Englazd, and ſhall 
command all Preachers and people that they ſhall not preach nor 
-hear the Goſpel without a licenſe from him, muſt we obey him ? 
And-if the Biſhop of this Diocefſs think himſelf able to do the 
work of a Scripture-Biſhop and Paſtor to thouſands and millions of 
ſouls which he never ſaw, nor is like to ſee, fo as a Biſhop ſhould, 
they being in vaſt remote parts from him, and ſhall interdi& and 
forbid us all from preaching and hearing without his licenſe, ſhall 
we obey him? obey him who will, for by the Grace of God I 
mean to preach the Goſpel, let them all do their utmoſt. To be a 
Biſhop is to be an Overſeer of Souls ; to overſee Souls is to feed 
them by knowledg and underſtanding, to preach Gods Word to 
them, to Baptize and give the Lords-Supper, to viſit the ſick, to 
teach them publickly, and from houſe to houſe, to watch over eve- 
ry ſoul ; and if they will take upon them an impoſſible work, ſuch 
25 no one-man, nor two, nor twenty, nor a hundred can do, that 
1:,to be a Biſhop and Paſtor to multitudes of Pariſhes that live at 
'a vaſt diſtance from them, and fhall engroſs into their hands the 
whole Paſtoral office, work and authority,over many and great Coun- 
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ries, and think to do it by Deputies and men of their own liking : 
and forbid againſt all reaſon and conſcience upright faithful men 
from preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt npon worldly and fel6fh rea- 
ſons, let who will obey their orders and dectees, for I will be fo 
far from obeyins them, that I will deteft them; and as Iſhall have 
dye call, and it ſhall come in my way, 1 will preach againſt them, 
2nd warn all Chriſtian people to beware of all fuch as wolves afd 
deſtroyers of the ſheep and flock of Chrift 5 they are tyrants and 
no ſhepherds; they lord it over Gods heritage, and would be obey- 
ed before God and J:ſus Chriſt. I know where [ ſpeak it,and before 
whom, and I hope to own it hefore God at the day of Judgment, 
where I think a great many of them will never be able to ſhew 
their face. And as for fuch as ſhall cordeiin me for raſhneſs and 
indifcreet zeal, let them cehſtre'trie, and call me what they pleaſe z 
| had rather that, than God and confcience condemn me for a,partial 
and perfidious traytor to his tfbth and cauſe. 1 am a Minifter 
of Chrift, and 'a Biſhvp of Souls, and am debtor to the wile and 
to the tihiwiſe, to all as 'many as I can 5, and I have a licenſe, power 
rid eottimiſſion from Jeſus Chriſt by the Ordination of Biſhops and 
Minifters'to whom it pertains to ordain; and this ſhall ſtiffice to me 
to preach the Goſpel ih all places, arid to all people where 1 have 
Ube call. No other licenſe do 1 need. What may be done for. peace- 
fake I ſhall not fay; but as to authority and licenſe to preach, 
am ſure thete needs no tnore. Any other licenfe is diforderly and 
fupetfluovs, and is but a device to ,get money, and enfſnare honeſt 
men, and humour pride and felf-will | 

2, 'We te not to ſoſpend our ſelves from Preaching where we 
have due call. If we preach without due call from God, wo be to 
us: afid-if we preach by due call from God, w> be to them that 
would debar us. If God call and command, ,I will, I am ſure [ 
ought to obey, Tet men command what they pleaſe, I do-not 
mean” by a due call from God,Fnthuſiaſtical-dreams and fitions, ang 
meer imiaginations : but by a due call from God, 1 mean where all 
things conſidered, the reatons for Preaching are ſtronger than the 
reaſons for tot Preaching in the judgment of an vpright, wile and 


inipartial conſcience : more particularly, I ſhall tell you what is not, 


and what is a due call to preach the - Goſpel, - 1, We may not 
rn Goſpel when we wall. : 2. We may not preach the Go- 

Tpel' where we will, i bo :5; | | -; 
1- We may fot preach the Goſpel when we will, Though the Scrip- 
ture 
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ture bids us preach the Word, be mmſtant in ſcaſon and ent of ſeaſon;yet 


there are ſeaſons when it woutd be finful to preach the Gofpel 3 
as for a Miniſter ordinarily to affemble his people .at midnight to 
hear the Word, no neceſhty enforcing, it weuld be ftaful. Every 
thing is good in its leafon, To make every day a Preaching day 
like the Lords-day, may not be; reither Preachers nor people could 
away with it, it would turn all Religion into meer Preaching and 
hearing, and would foon overturn it ſelf, 

2, We may not preach the Gofpel where we. will, Though 
Preaching in it {elf be neither better nor worfe by the place, yet 
for a Miniſter to preach in the open ftreets or air when-it pours 
down rain, when he may have fuch a place as this or that, which 
is calted the Church, to-preach in, is. diforderly preaching, -and an 
abufe 'vf Gods Ordinance, Where I have two places in my choice 
to preach in at the fame time, andthe one is very convenient, and 
the-other is very inconvenient, 4 6ught not to preach in the incon- 
venient place. 'In a word, we be all Gods-people and ſervants, and 


we are not to follow -our own 'wills and humours, but we are to - 


find out Gods will as near as we can, and we are all to deny our 
ſelves, and what is Gods will that 4s to take: place, and al} both 
Minifters and -people are to be: bound by that. And 'that for the 
Negative. | | | | 

2, Politively, what is a/due-call to-preach ? and this I ſhall give 
in- the words'of eripture, 'Cor. 16: 8,9. But 1 will tarry at Ephe- 
frs until Pentecoſt; for a great door and effettual is opened nnto me, 
and .there are many attverfaries. Hence 1-do gather; that this 'is a 


call to me to preach the 'Gofpel in this iplace +4f I' can make out to. 


mine own Conletence theſe two things : 1. That a great door 6 
open'd to me. 2. That an effeftual abor 1s open'd to me, -notwithſtan- 
aing there 'be 'manry adverſaries. We : 2h | 

1. Where there is a great door open'd, where there is a-great 
harveſt of needy-ſfouls to preach 'to, where there are many 'hun- 
dreds of ſouls, yea of 'FamHltes, and a great many of: them 'igno- 
rant and-worldly, and fenſual, and as'brands already" in the*fire ; 
mvſtitudes of precious fouls at the point 'of (everlaſting duriihation, 
bought by tne precious blood of the Son of G od, every ſoul more 
worth thin a world, and -there-is notorions want of the means of 
Grace. ' Your eyes t0'fee, ard your ears do hear, you-greifl wit- 


nefles for me,” that 'there "is farce a Sreater 'nutyber of ſouls in any - 
one Congregatton Within 'theſe *txyo -Counties, than- in this place 
where + 
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.. where we live. And.it is a matter of doleful lamentation that 


there is no more care taken of theſe precious fouls both in publick 
and in private. I tel] you the Preaching that is in publick .is 
not a due diſcharge of that debt which is due to thee ſouls, and 
that thoſe will know to their coſt one day whom it nearly con- 
cerns. But | know full well that ſpiritual Judgments are not felt 
by fleſh and blood. A fire in the thatch doth more frighten than 
the fire of hell. Both my judgment and praiſe 1s. againft all cauſe- 
leſs feparations. But he is no excellent Chriſtian that ſhall fay, 


there is no need of prezching in this place. Thoſe that have a 


conſtant .Preacher within them, a ſanRified renewed conſcience, may 
better help themſelves, than . ignorant fleepy and dead fouls, with 
-which this place as moſt- others doth abound ; and the ſleepy and 


ſtarving Preaching of worldly, and malignant, and ſenſual Saint-ha- 


ting Preachers, is not like to be effeual to. the wakening and re- 
forming of dead fouls. . Well, I have this call to preach the Go- 


 ſpel here, here is a great door open'd, a great number of immor- 
.tal ſouls whoſe neceſſities are a loud call and cry to any compalhi- 


onate Miniſter that believes the Word of God, and knows that 


. they muſt be converted or condemned for ever. 


- a. Here .is nat only a great door, but an effeQual door open'd. 
There is reaſon to hope that the preaching of the Goſpel may be 


_effeual to ſome ſouls. There is as true reaſon to hope for Gods 
..blefling here as in any other place upon the - week-day, . But I ſhall 
tell. you negatively what is no bar againſt the effeualnets.of the 
Goſpel, and poſitively when we may judg the door that is open- 
ed to preach the Gofpel ſhall be effetual. 


1. Negatively : 1. It is no argument againſt the effeRualneſs of 
the Goſpel, becauſe there are many adverſaries. 

2. Nor becauſe there are many opinions and contrary.thoughts 
about it, | 

1. The preaching of the Goſpel may very well be effeual for 
all there - are many adverſaries. So Paul lays, e{ great door and 


 effeftual ts open'd.to me, and there are many adverſaries. I know 


all times and places are not alike, and ſometimes it falls out that 
there are many to. encourage and promote the preaching of the 
Goſpel, and none to hinder it, but the Devil, and ſuch whoſe might 
and oppoſition is inconſiderable, But though Satan ſhall take. to 
him many aſſiſtants among men, for all :that, the Goſpel may be- 


come effetual. Moſes and .e Aaron were commanded. to go and 
{peak 
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ſpeak to Pharoah and the Egyptians, thouglt they had none at all 
but God on their ſide, Jeſus Chriſt had many adverfaries when he 
was upon earth, ang yet he preached up and down in all places 
where he came, as hath been ſh:wed. The Apoſtles had many ad- 
verlaries, falſe brethren, hereticks and deceivers, and the rulers and 
Princes of the world, and yet they preached, and God did bleis 
their preaching and labours. What though men and devils con- 
ſpire and plot to punth the Preachers of the Golpel, and root out 
Preaching ? that's no*juſt reaſon that the Goſpel ſhall not become 
effetual, It is the moſt likely of all other, Gad in the end will. 
prove too hard for: them all, and he can make his Goſpel more et- 

fetual by the ſufferings. of his innocent ſervants, and perſecutors 
may againſt their wil] moſt promote the Golpel when they intend 
and ſeek moſt to overthrow it, See Phil. 1. 12, 13, 14, But [ would 
ye ſhould: underſtand brethren, that the things which happend unto me, 
have fallen out rather unto the furtherance. of the Goſpel : ſo that my 
bonds un Chriſt are manifeſt in all the palace, and in all other pla- 
ces : and many- of the brethrex of the Lord waxing confident by. my 
bonds, are much tore bold to ſpeak the word without fear. _ 

2. It isno juſt reaſon againſt the effeualneſs of the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe there are many opinions and thoughts about it, and one ſays 
this, and another ſays that, and every one caſts his verdiRt as he 
thinks. I cenſure none, I deſpiſe no: man, I leave each one to his 
own thoughts. Let every man be fully perſwaded in hw own 6reaſt. 
If thou think- it a ſin-to hear Preaching'-here upon the week-day, 
make ſure to ſerve'God b2tter, and keep thee away. I have no mans 
Conſcience but mine own, and of my {elf and mine own a&s I muſt 
give account to God, But if I mutt make opinions my rule, they 
are ſo many and ſo contradiQing, that it is impoſſible to pleaſe all. 
I believe if it were put to the vote, there would be a great many, 
yea and I fear the major vote, take -in all ſides and parties, would 
have no Preaching at all ; and a great many that are for Preach- 
ing,they would have eafie Preaching, ſuch as might confit with fin; 
and'a great many are partial, -and are too-much of a Se-ſpirit. 
Some will not come here becauſe he preaches not in-the Church 3 
another will hear him becauſe he does not. Some will not hear be- 
caufe he:reads Common-prayer-z others will hear him becauſe he 
does. Some think it were better to forbear, and ſome think not. 
Among all theſe opinions and diverſities of judgments, what ſhall 
an honeſt pliin heart do that would de to the beſt ? I 'may* tell. 

you 


[ 


. you thiz, that it may be lawful and a duty in you to hear, when 


it tay be unlawful-for the Miniſter to preach. The Miniſter may 
have ſecret grounds and reafons not to preach, and yct the people 
may have juſtifiable gfourds to hear, Sce you to you part, and [ will 
endeavour to fee to my part. Ailthe while I am tne fame man here 
whichlam upon the Lords day eliewkcre, and teach Chriftian people 
the lars DoQrine, and pray the lame prayers, that may tiiisfie you 
for a juſt call and grovnd to hear, not being ca!lPd off by weightier 
thatters; and leave me £0 ſtand ane! fall by Mige, own Contcience, you 
are ſxfeas 6 your Conſcience. (ht is. that incur, the peril of my Cen- 


ſcience; afd-of the two Lam mote pertwaded end {atisfied todo as 1 


d&6,; than 6tHer wile. As for others c-nlvres and opinions. till I'can be 
otherwite convinced, 1ſhall frecly bear what any ſhall tay. 

2. Bt I hall rell you poſitively what is a juſt reafonto hope that 
the Gofpel- ſhall be effecual :: 1. When a Migiffers heartis fer onredg. 
2 Wheh\Godioready ts make the: Word efiectual,Preacher and.peo- 
pl&d0rnP their Guy. *IR0GY \ 2 K IX UNI BY. INGO 
1, IErapoodiprefagethit the Word! will become. cfieQual, when 
the Miniſtershearvis inflamed with ove. t6.1tduls and.to_ the. work of 


God; atid eariieftty defirertiatid feekethithe welfare/of ſouls. W 


this nay be, and yet fouls not be converted 3 but yet of. the two this 
is rather #4-eneouraging/figh. .1 kyow (fairh Paul) that when I come 


Who yout;'P fall come in the filneſs of ths: ble/Jing of the Goſyel of Chriſty 


bo 
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2. Bot the many groffid:of hope is Gotls Word, which aſſures us 
that ht'is tzady r5'grant His blefſing-if:Preather and people-do their 
Ebty. Tt. 55. 35 Trcline your ear and" come wto me::. bear and yohr 
folll fodtl lie, and'1 will make an everlaSting Covenant with you, 
rtn the ſtire thteits of Ditoid. I never ſaid unto any of the fred of 
7abib, feelpyt mt i vain, Wa. 45. 19. Where two or three art! gas 


Hime fogtt hey in my mme;thers am din the midſt of thin, Mat. 18. 


26.” * Now therefore beavken unto me, O ye 'chilaren'; for bleſſed are 
they That keep my ways, Heir infttuttion;and be wiſe,and refuſe it not. 
Bleſſed '# the min itt htaverh me, watching! daily ut -my [gates,, wait- 
at the poſts of 'mmy Hoors, Prov. 8. 32, 33, 3it- Hath God teld-you 
that he will not blefs his Word'to'yob though you come and hear it, 
and d6'your utmoſt to profit by it ? Canyon ſhew me any one word 
of G6d whereGbd@ hath faid, Kewill tiot bleſs and proſper your heat- 
ing and attending? If 1 preach'a Sermon of Repentahet tb yous ard 
you cone ind hear atid Fay itup ti your hearr, 'Will'Godideny- oigive 
$5 his 
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his 'bleſſing ? Is it not good for you to lye at the Pools mouth ? will 
it hinder you from-repentance t6 hear a terionus and hearty Sermon of 
repentance? Will it ſtrengthen your ſins to hear them laid-open to 
you, and all due ways and means to be ſaved from them? It is-not 
our part to convert 1{ouls. It is our part to preach to you; but we can 
neither do Gods part nor your part, But if the Preacher do his part, 
and the hearers'do their part, 1 do not doubt but God wilt do his 
part. And thus Thave cleared to you, that a great door and effectual is 
-open'q unto me to preach the Goſpel here; and fo I havegue call. 

Two things I muſt tel} you further ; 1. That whether people hear 
or hear not, Gods Word ſhall and or be eff:Quzl. 2. That whether 
they profit or not, it ſhall ſtand and He eſfectual ? 

1, Whether- people hear or hear not,Gods Word {hall be effeual, 
they ſhall know that a Preacher hath been among them. Preaching 
there is, whether they come and hear it or no. -They ſhall anſwer to 
God in the day of Judgment, not only for all the Sermons which 
they have heard, but fer all which they might have heard, if they 
would. Juft and godly reaſons to keep away, God will allow ; but 
carnal reaſons he will not allow. There is a day of Judgment where 
all rhe matters of this liſemuft be open'd, and where Minifters muſt 
giveaccount of their Preaching, and people of their attending and 
hearings. 1 have married a wife, and therefore 1 cannot come; I have 
bought a yoke of oxen, and I a Cloſe or Farm, and I muſt needs go ſee the 
one, 'and prove the other. Theſe were their excuſes of old, and the 
{ame'excules are abroad in the world now. But did God allow of them 
then? no verily, no more will he now. Take heed what you do. Bring 
the matter to a point of conſcience, and let nothing but conſcience 
and juſt reaſons keep you away. Preaching is not loſt for want of 
hearers, The Lord he is hearer, and he is obleryer, and will have his 
time of rec:oning. Peoples neglets do not make the Word of God 
void. LOI IBEN 

2, Whether people profit or profit not,Gods Word ſhall ftand and 
be effeual, Tt is no dead letter. It is either ſaving or damning. You 
cannot £0 as you come, but you are cither better or worſe. If the 
Word do not often you,it will harden you. Every word you hear 

«hath life or death in it. There is a bleffing init toall faithful obedient 
hearers;z and accidentally through their fin there goes a curle to all 
gracelels and diſobedient hearers: Though we labour in vain, and 
ſpend our ſtrength for nvught and in vain, yet ſurely our judgment is 
with the Lord, and our work with our God, Iſa. 49,4: We are a ſweet 
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ſawour to God through (hriſt in them that are ſaved; and in them 
that periſh ;, to the one we are the ſavour of life unto life, and to the 
other we are the ſavour of death unto death, 2 Cor. 2 15:16: Do 
not think that becaule ſinners hear and are not converted, that the 
Word of Gpd hath taken no eff.&. For if people profit not, they 
run more deeply in arrear to God 5, their account grews dreper ; 
they will have a fad reckoning in the end to make, Wo to thee Chora- 
Zin, and wo to thee, &&c. If thou jhalt turn away thine ears jrom 
hearing the Law and ſhalt ſay unto God, depart from us for we deſire 
not the krowledg of thy ways, Job. 21. 14. He that turneth away his 
ear from hearing the Law, even his prayer ſhall be abomination, Prov. 
28.9. He that ts of God heareth Gods words; ye therefore hear them 
not, becauſe ye are not of God, Joh. 8.47. Well, lay up theſe two 
words in your hearts, come or come not, profir or profit not, the 
WW ord of God ſhall be eff. ual. Every Sermon preached in this place 
ſhall riſe up in judgment againſt all that ſhall caulclefly .ablent them- 
ſelves ; or coming, ſhall not profit by it. Peoples fin ſhall not make 
void Gods word, and that for thele two Reaſons:, 1. Bcecaule it is 
Gods word. 2, It hath been ſo hitherto. 

1, It is the word of God, 1/a. 55: 10, 11, eAs the rain cometh 
down, and the ſnow from heaven, and rerurneth not thither, but.waters 
the earth, and makes it bring forth and. bud, that it may give ſeed 
to the ſower, and bread to the eatir:, ſo ſhall. my word be that go- 
eth forth of my mouth, it ſhail net return unta me voia,-but-4t ſvall 
accompliſh that which. I pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the thing where- 
to I. ſent it. Gods word written and preached, as.the rain and ſnow it 
ſhall not return again yoid,- it, ſhall. be efteQual the one- way or the 
other. Sometimes the rain and ſaow comes in judgment, and fweeps 
away corngand-cattel, and \ubſtance, cauling great floodsz but it ne= 
yer goes back again void, no more doth Gods word. Heaven and 
earth ſhall paſs away, but one jot or tittle of Gods word ſhall not paſs 
away. Godhath his day a coming wen he wall magnifie his word, and 
”ke it hoyaarable, Ia. 42.21. He will-vindicate all his words, he will 
call you. to accopnt, Where waſt thou at ſuch a Sermon ? -why 1 was in 


. the Alehouſe,;; 1 was, with J4artha, cumbred about many things ;/ [ 
- was withſtanding the motions of the-Spirit of God, and the checks 


and.impulſes of my Conſcience, and deviſing excuſes for not attending 
Gods word; .and why. haſt thou not profited by the word? why haſt 


- thou not iv?d a righteous,and aſober,and-a godly life, according to all 
. thoſe warnings and, inſtru&ions thou haſt had ?. What. can you ſay,? 
* #Zy be ſure he will own his worg. For, 


C 19 ] 
_ For, 2, He hath own'dit to this day, He hath made it effeQua} 
thc one way or the other. Could you but ſee into Hell,you might lee 
multitudes of ſouls there for not hearing, and for not profiting by 
Gods word, Gods word, was not in vain to Pharoah, though he made 
it ſo to himſelf. Even for this ſame cauſe, ſaith God, have I raiſed thee 
up, that I might make my power known in thee, Rom. 9: 17. Search all 
the Book of God, and look up the records of all ages, and find out 
one that was a ſlighter of Gods word, that had not cauſe to repent 
him in the end, down from eZdams firſt tranſpreiſion unto. this pre- 
ſent moment. Ezek. 2.5, And they, whether they will bear, or whether 
they, will forbear, for they are a rebellious houſe, yet ſhall know that 
there hath been. a Prophet among them. 
- The further Ule I ſhall make of this, ſhall;be by way of. Exhortati- 
on. 1: To all in general. 2. To ſome in particular. | | 
1. Toallin general,[ ſhall exhort you to two things : 1. Wiſdom. 
2 Innocency or lincerity. | 
1. Wildom, Heavenly wiſdom, godly prudence, Chriſtian dif- 
crct on, be wile as tte Serpent, give no advantage to the adverſary. 
Take heed to all ycur ſpeeches,and take heed to all your aRtions;fuffer 
not for, evil doing, bring not troubles upon your {elves caulcleſly. 
Make not the Golpel of Ch.iſt and Religion diſhonourable through 
your weakncſſes. God is a wife God, and he commands his people to 
be wife. There is no blot at all cleaves to his good ways z he needs no 
unrighteous nor imprudent means to compals his ends. Some look all 
at the end, and fome look all at the means. But God requires both 
the end and regular means. Good intentions, and never to religious 
zeal, will not juſtifie any irregularities at all in the means. Any obli- 
quity or mif treading 1s a blemiſh, and refle&s diſhonour upon God. 
There may be right ends and honeſt intentions for the main, and yet 
irregular and miſchoſen means, Miſs it not in any point or circum- 
ſtance. Tread exaatly. Eccle/. 10. 1, Dead flies cauſe the ointment of 
the Apothecary to ſend forth a ſtinking ſavour, ſo doth a little folly him 
that is in reputation for wiſdom and bonour, 

2. Innocet cy and fir.cerity. Be wife, but withal be innocent ; there 
is indiſcreet zeal, and there is caroal diſcretion and worldly policy. Be 
true to Conſcience, ſtand and fall with naked truth, ' Self denial; and 
taking up the Crols,is the A BC of Chriſtiznity. Scotch not at any 
difhcult trying duty. Do not .baulk the command of God.” Though [ 
would cefire and do my beſt to be ſo wiſe as to miſs it no one point at 
all; yet if I muſt err, and were to chuſe my error, I had rather err of 
D 2 weak- 


weaknef than of wilfulneſs ; I bad rather have a weak head and an 
honeſt heart, than acunning politigk head, and a jugling falſe heart, 
Do not bend Gods:rules to {erve carnal ends and: intereſt, Innocerey 
and integrity will teel a man with courage, and give him bokdnet; 
both with God and man; but.a breach tn'the\ conſcience, a Rab at 
the heart by-ſecret: ſin and clote guilt, wilt:filkthe. face with thame, 

and take away all courage, and make you incak.. Chule rather to die, 
than do the leaft {in againſt God Have truth and innocency on your 
ſide, and fear not what man can do.. Let me butihave rigeteouſne(s and 

innocency. on my fice, and 1 w.ll never think my telf unhappy or for- 

ſaken by. God, whatever ſtormsanddikaſters ſhall befaltme. The true} 
policy in the world is to be true to..God and:confience, and:to- take: 
that courſe which will afford a man trueſt. comfort when. he comes to 

die, and appear before the Judgment-teat of God. God will not judg 

as menjudg,. He will pals a diflerent centure upon perfons and ations 

from what moſt doin this world. Then it ſhall appear who hath ſerved 

him uprightly, and who hath not, al. ;. x8. 

2, To ſome in particular: a. To the unwiſe, 2. To the wiſe, 

i. To the unwite, and thoſe be all impenitent ones: 1 am debtor 
fo you in the bonds of the Goſpel my heart is enlarged towards you, 
Behold now is the accepted time, behald now- is the day of Salvation p 
zo day while it us called to day, barden not your hearts, leſt any of youu 
be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of ſin. 

Iwo words of countcl and-<xhortation I have to leave with You : 
I. Repentance. 2, Reformation. | 

1. Repentance : Except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Re- 
pent-thee.of all thy fins paſt, ſins.of omiſſion, and fins of commiſſion; 
ſins of ignorance, and fins againſtknowledg; fins of pafſion and hafti- 
neſs, and fins -of wilfulneſs and preſumption, thy original and thy 
actual ſins, repent of them all. There is no ſalve for fin paſt, but -xe- 
pentance. \Break-off thy vngodly courſe by repentance, that to al thy 
ſins.may be-blotted out, otherwile thou art in the. gall of -bittegneſs, 
and the ſentence of condemnation is-upon thee. Find out thy fins be- 


fore they find out thee 3 examine thy heart,and ſearch out thine idols; 


lay;the axe to the root of the tree, and hew down root.and branch 
by ſound repentance. Spare not Agag and the fat of the cattel ; ut- 
terly flay both young and old 5 leave not any fin :to reign in thee, 
Abandon thy worldlinels, pride and ſenſuality. Caft away from thee 
all the works of darkneſs; forrowfully bewailall that is paſt, and 
loath thy {elf in thine own fight for all thine abominations, God is; 

" holy 
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a holy and-pure God. Sin is that thing whick his righteous foul doth 


hate; out it muſb,or it will be-yous death. Break thy heart io pieces 
by godly forrow, thatbeing broken God may. pour. wp thee {piri- 
tual health, and joy, and peaces.,. | 

2, Repentance is but hakfrepentance without: reformation: Crake 
to- do owl, [earn todo wall. The tree which, lixingegh .n91 farth good 
fruit is to b&cut: cowri, and cat into:the fee. Thy. fainh yl nog axe 
thee withoopt pood works, He repents not- ſiagexely who doth not re- 
form his life by ferlaking fin, and practiling, holineſs. Jelus Chriſt 
came not only to redeem usfrom all iniquity, 'þut to purifie to him- 
If a-pecutiar people, zealous of all good works z, and-that we bei! 
delivered out of 'the hand of owr enemics; might ſerve him withour 
ſear in holine& and righteoutnefs before: him a}l the days of our life. 

Many will.come at the great day, and fay for themicelyes : Lard, have 
we not eatenancd- drunken in thy. prefence ? have we not done many 
marvellous works.in thy name? and the Lord will fay uato them, De- 
part from me ye workers of iniquity, I never knew you. Ceale thy 
Alehouſe-haunting, and be a companion of them which fear od. 
Ceale thy worldlineſs, and become a heavenly-minded man. Away 
with al thine idolsand luſts, and become- a new creature ; learn. thy 
torpue'” to fpeak gracious dilcourfe, and frame thy ({clf to lead a holy 
life, orelfe thou :canſt not ;hevit: the Kingdom of God, 

2. To you which are wite, ſincere Chriftians': 1 commend. to you 
allo thele two-words 'of /Cpuntel and Exhortation : 1; Increaſe of 
ww 2; Conftancy'ang perieyerance to the-cnd. 


- Increaſe. of Wildom: you are bcund to grow. in Grace and in - 
the knowledg of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, 2 Per. 3.. ut; God affords - 


you-means of growth and fpirttual inereaſe, and.you are blame wor- 
thy if you do not ; nay, if you dg not grew forward, you go back- 
ward; if you be nox-better. you are worte. If, there be life i kr 
there will be growth, or a tendency and ſtriving towards .growt 
and an earne{lt care and endeavour to be better and better, :Shall oil 


dren always be children? Shall learners always bein their Horn-book - 


and Primer? Do-you not ſee how new-born Infants grow, how plants 


and herbs, and grals,and corn grow? Shall not your time be improved : 
to ſome growth? Doth not God rain down mercies in ſtore upon - 


you 2 Are you not planted ina fruittul foil? Have..ygu not the Go- 
tpel of the Kingdom of God ?' Arethere not toud alarms to EA rowth 
in grace, and ſtability and fixmnel5. in.'the faith of Chrift ? He that 


thinketh he hath grace enough,.hath. noge: at all. | He that thinks he - 


needs 
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needs be no more holy, is ſtark unholy.' The ſmalleſt ſpark of lavirg- 


£race doth'carry out the ſoul to long and thirſt atrer more grace ; and 
he that doth not zealouſly and earneſtly-Rrive'and endeavgur to grow 
in grace and real holineſs,hath juſt cauſe.to fear he hath no grace at all. 
Look about you, for it much concerns you. 

' 2, Perſeverance; and conſtancy: to the. end. .:Be thou faithful unto 
death, and God will give thee a crown of life, Revel, 2. 10. It is only 
they which endure to the end: which ſhall be ſaved. If any man draw 
back, Gods ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. . Never think to find 
thee a better Maſter than God, a better Saviour than Chriſt, a better 
Portion than Heaven, a better treaſure than holineſs and a good cqn- 
{cience, an! better terms and conditions of Salvation than repentance 
toward God, and faith in our Lord Jefus Chriſt, producing ſincere 
ob<dience. Be figcere, and hold on to: the end. Having begun. in the 
{ptrit co not end in the fleſh. The worſt is paſt with thee, -only hold 
on. Thou art not yet in Heaven. Thou haſt many a prayer to make, 
and many a holy truth to learn, and many a gaod work to do, and 
many a holy, duty to perform, and many a temptation to; reſiſt, and 
inany a crofs and burden to-bear and undergo ; thou haſt a death to 


die and go through. Converſion is not all. Thy'work isnot done when 
thou art new begun and entred.into the holy path, Thou: muſt 6&- 


niſh thy work betore thou canſt'be rewarded. Thou ſtandeſt by faith, 


"be not high minded, but fear. Allis loſt without perſeverance. None 
'are fo deplorate wretches' as Apoſtates./ Better a grear deal never to 


have known the way of truth, than having known it, to turn from it, 
and with the fow that was.waſhed to thy wallowing in. the mire of 


{in again, and with the dog to lick up thy vomit again. The holy fear 


of Apoſtacy is one chief means'to preſerve us from Apoſtacy.-2 Chroz. 
15.2, The Lord is with you whilſt you be with. him, and if ye ſeck him 
he will be found of you ;, but if ye forſake him, he will forſake you. 
Lay vp thisplain word in' your heatts, and beware of all abatements, 
decays and conſumptions of grace. Riſe from your falls by ſpeedy and 


ſound repentance. Shew your ſelves men. You have a great part of 


your way and work over. You have but a while to hold out. Take 
heart and courage,and renew your reſolutions before the Lord this 


'day. A Chriſtian l am, and a Chriſtian I will be. There be many ſects 


and parties in the world, and one is for this, and another for that, but 


Teſolve,Chriſtizn,whilt1 ſhallfind ſuchſentences as thele in the Book 
'6f God : | Follow peace with all men,''\and holineſs, without which no 
"man ſhall ſee the Lord. Give all diligence to make your calling and 


cletHon 
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eleftion ſure, He hath ſhewed thee O man what « good, and what 
doth the Lord require of thee but to do juſtly, to love merty, and to 
walk. humbly with thy God, ' Whillt God is a God of holinels, whilſt 
heaven-is a ftate- of holineſs, whilſt I have breith to breathe, and 
{imbs to move, I will be for holinels, and for that fide and party, and 
profeſſion,which is tor real {criptural impartial godlinels and fincerity, 
in oppoſition to the world, the fleſh, and the devil, 

3. | have a word to two forts more: 1. Miniſters, 2. Private 
Chriſtians. 

1, Miniſters, two words I wil leave for th:m whether any be 
preſent or no. | | 

i. This is your copy to write after, 2, Write after it, and {hey it 
forth accordingly, | 

1, This is your copy to write after ;' Brethren, we are debtors to 
all, we owe-love and kindneſ; to all ; we may owe ſpecial attendance, 
labour, and pains to fome, and thatnot drink up all our thoughts-and 
time, and care, and pains: The harveſt truly is great, the faithful 
labourers in publick are but few, The ſheep of Chriſt are many and 
precious, but the-faithſut and diligent ſhepherds are not many. He 
palſes for a good Miniſter in our'times'that is not ſo. bad as many are: 
It is the diſeaſe of our people that they know not the work of the Go- 
ſpeland the Miniſtry, and they are but too well content to be- with- 
out. We are to be men of ſelf-denying,. and-publick,. and impartial 
ſpirits and to- bear upon our hearts the 'ſtate of al} Chriſts Churches, 
and do our-utmott night and cay to help all, without any juſt neglect 
to our.particular>charge and place. They are wolves and no right 
ſhepherds of Chr:{t, who do nothing concern themſelves for'others, 
Indeed no man can truly tend his own foul, but he: will tend his peo- 
ples fouls, and thoſe-which be under his charge, and will lend unto all 
about hi: all the h<Ip he can. I do ſet before you the rule, he that can 
receive-it,. let him reccive it. All cales and circumſtances: are not 
alike. | 

2, Write after-this:copy : Have a large heart and fervent charity 
and.compalſion to the flock of-Chriſt, this is the prime thing; we may 
love where we cannot expreſs our love hy outward works3 but as 
much asin you lyes write after this copy, and ſhew it forth : 1. By 
Preaching. 2 By living... _ | 

1, By Preaching :* Preach'the word, be inſtant in feaſn, out cf 
ſeaſon 4 ſave as many ſouls as you can. There will be enough to periſh 
when we-have. done our beſt and utmoſt, 2. Shew it forth by godly 
Hving, 
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Fiving; or elfeyou will preach your own: condemnation, and-dpen 


the mouths of rhe wicked, and: give cavfe of ſcandyl [to your people, 
and temptthem to go-from you, and either to run into grols hetefie 


or ſchiſm, Wo be to them by whom offences come, and wo be: to the 
'Paſtors of Chriſts flock, which by their covetouſnefs, negligence, and 


ill 'examples,” are an eccafion-of-the ruin of many of their peoples 


ſouls. The Lord lay not the blood of fouls to our charge. O bow ma- 


ny Preachers and Paſtors are there in this age, Which be: publick ſcan- 
dals! From the Prophets of Feruſalem i profaneneſs gone forth thito all 


the land, Jer. 23. 15. 1 will ay two words more. to YOu: 1, Fear 


not the face of man. 2, Fear not evil tidings. | 

1. Fear not the face of man, -1/a- 31. 3, Now the ©gyptians are men 
and not God, and their horſes fleſh and not ſpirits '' 1 6091 1 avs bt 
that comforteth you: who art thou that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of a man 
that ſhall die, and of the'ſon of man which ſhall be wade as praſs, 
and forgetteft the Lord thy maker ? Ia. 51:12, 13+. eAnd I ſay whto 
you my friends, be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that 
have no more that they can dos, but I will forewarn you whom ye 
ſrall fear, fear hin, which after be hath killed, hath power to caſt into 
hell ; yea I fay unto you fear "lim, Luk. 12.4, 5. They are not'10 
great but there isone greater than them. They are 'nor to high, -but 
there is one above them. Though they be gods they ſhall dit like wen: 
Put not your truſt in Princes, nor in the fon of man tm whom there iz 
n0 help, his breath gocth forth, he Teturneth' to his earth, in that very 
day his thoughts periſh. Happy is he that hath the God of Faceb for 
bis help, whoſe hope is in the Lord his God, Val. 1464, 5, 6. If God 
be for us, who can be apainſt us? Rom. 8. 31. ) $140 

2, Benot afraid of evil tidings : 1t is faid of the righteous, Fe ſhall 
z0t be afraid of evil tidings, his heart is fixed truſting in God ; his 
reart 1s aihet he. foall not be afraid, Pfal. 112. 7, 8. Through 
many tribulations w* muF enter into the Kingdom of God, and all that 
will live godly in (hriſt Zeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution. Fear ſinninigy 
and fear to offend God, but fear not any evil that can befall you for 
well-doing:; do your duty, and leave the iſe to God, Say. ye Fo rhe 
Yighteorws it ſhall go well with them, for they ſhall eat the fruit 'of their 
doints. Wo unto the wicked it ſhall go il with them; for the reward of 
their hands ſhall be given them, Iſa 3, 10, 11. Let the child of God 
repofe himff in the 'arms of his Heaventy Father. Let'God alone 
with the Governitent of the World. 'Let God givern Church and 


State; -tet kim do what he ptcafes. He is thoft wile, and he iswoft 
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- Sood, and it pertains to him to rule the affairs. of the. world, and 
not to us. We are ſure that all things ſhall work together for good 
to them that love God, Rom. 8. 28. Let this ſatisfie your hearts, it 
is God that reigncth and ruleth over al}, and neither men nor de- 
vils. They are but Gods agents or inſtruments ated or permitted by 
him; they ſhall but accompliſh Gods prowiles to his faithful ones, 
and his threatnings to all the wicked. Thoſe are evil tidings 
which threaten the ruin of Godlinels, and the rooting up of the 
Goſpel, and the impoveriſhing of our fouls. Bur this lyes not in 
the power of men to do. Morrtifie your luſts, walk humbly with 
God, lay up your treaſure in H-aven, flouriſh and proper in your 
fouls, and fear not evil tidings, for they fhall all work togcther 
for your everlaſting good; be afraid of your ſelves; you can be 
overcome of none but your lelves, 
2. To private Chriſtians, I ſhall leave two words with you to 
think on and praQiſc. 1. Perſonal Holineſs, 2. Family Holineſs, 
I. Perſonal Holineſs : Live and ſhew forth the power and ſpi- 
rit of Holineſs ; be ſincere before God ;, do uprightnels, truth and 
juſtice towards all. Godlinels is not form and offentation; it is 
the ſanification of the whole man 3 it is a conformity of heart 
and life to the whole will of God. God is holy, be ye holy. This is 
ahe will of God even your Santtification. Without holineſs no man ſhall 
ſee God, Live not in any known ſin. Stand not in any evil way 
before God. Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee 
your good works, and glorifie your Father which is in Heaven. You 
are called Saints, live like Saints. You are called Chriſtians, live 
like Chriſtians. You hope for great things from God, live anſwer- 
able to your hopes, You have an excellent pattern, the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, walk worthy of him, and anſwer his example. Be 
amiable unſpotted Chriſtians throughout your whole converſation. 
Let there be no flaw, let there be no defe& in your lives, nothing 
that your conlciences ſhall reproach you for. Preach the Goſpel 
by your lives, and exemplifie all the rules of holineſs to your neigh- 
bours, and let them ſee the excellency of humility and meeknelſs, 
goodneſs and charity, mortification and contempt of the world in 
. your lives. Love your enemies, bleſs them which curſe you ; do 
good to them which do evil to-you ; overcome evil with good 
be courteous, be loving, be merciful, be all things which are excel- 
lent and praiſe: worthy. 
2, Family holineſs: reſolve bo” omg Foſhua, I and my houſe 
| all 
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ſhall ferue the Lord. Walk before the Lord in the midft of yous. 


houſe with a perfc& heart. Teach your children the fear of Gad; 
Catechiſm them in the Principles of Chriſt duly and conſtantly, By 
your good will have no {ervant for your ſervant that is not a ſer- 
vant of God, SanQifie the Lords-day ; maintain the Communion of 
the Saints ; praiſe diſgraced and denied duties ; and be not aſha- 
med of glorifying God before the world 3 you haye the charge of 
fouls committed to you. Parents have a great reckoning to make 
for their Children, and Maſters and Dames for their ſervants. The 
curſe of the Lord is in the houſe of the wicked, but he bleſſeth the ha- 
bitation of the juſt, Prov. 3. 33- O what matter of lamentation is it 
that there ſhould be fo many prayerieſs Families among us ! It is a 
{adder fight than if the Flague ſhould be rite among us, and upon 
every prayerleſs Family ſhould be written the common Plague-mark, 
God be merciful to ww. Theſe two things I deſice to bend my ſelf 
with all my might to promote throughout the whole courſe of my 
Miniftry, Perſonal-holineſs, and Family-holineis. If you have no 


Miniſters and publick Ordinances, if we ſhall be taken away from. 
you, yet do your duty, governing your {elves and families in the 


fear of God, and doubt not, the Lord will be with you. 


I ſhall preſs all this duty upon you by theſe two motives, and - 
fo end: 1. Do it for your own fakes.. 2. Do it for our ſakes. 


and the Goſpel, 
I, Do it for your own ſakes, and the children- of your own 


bowels; you will find the profit and comfort of it now, you will 
reap the endleſs benefit of it hereafter. The more holinefs now, 
the more happineſs hereafter, and the more comfort and {weetnels 


here uſually. Giye your ſelves wholly to ferve God, and he will 


be abundant in his rewards to you. Whatſoever is good for you, 
you may juſtly expe&t from God, if you do but do your duty. 
And if you will not, God hath his rod and ſcourge for you in this 
life, and he hath everlaſting plagues in the other ; though you can- 
not ſave others, you may {ave your {elves., And if you do not fave 
your ſelves, you-may danger to deſtroy many more with you. A 
Sraceleſs father or mother may be the ruin of many children from 
One. generation to another. There is nothing ſo good as godlineſs 
and everlaſting joys, there is nothing ſo evil as wickedneſs and 


everlaſting torments, You muſt all die and come to judgment, and: 
then nothing will .be your crown and comfort but true holineſs; 
therefore mind this, be wiſe for your ſelves and families 3 take not 
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example by the greater party ; Jewels are rare, Gald is not ſo com- 
mon as duſt and dung ſecure your fouls, and you are happy 3 
loſe thoſe, and how great is your loſs! The world may call theea 
wiſe man, and thou maiſt think well of thy felf; but aſſuredly God 
will repute thee a fool, and thine own confcience more than a thou- 
{and Witneſſes and Judges will condemn thee. 

2. Do it for our ſakes in the Miniſtry, and for the Goſpels ſake ; 
not for our ſake as we are of our ſelves, but as we are the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and ſhould be his glory in the world. There are no perſecuti- 
ons {o grievous to a right-aiming Miniſter, of Chriſt as the ungodli- 
neſs and unprofitableneſs of his peop!e. You fee how we are the com- 
mon Butt of all the brood of Satan, though we do but preach the 
{ame Doctrine which others preach, and pray the ſame prayers which 
others pray, yet what a hainous crime we are acculed of, becauſe we 
do but that in ſincerity which they do in hypoeriſie, we do that up- 
rightly which they do formally and Pharifaically. Could we but play 
the Hypocrites, and lay by our holineſs, and pray and preach with- 
out all ſpiritualities and heavenly life and fervour, we might pray and 
preach as long as we would, You are greatly miſtaken if you think 
that preaching in this or that place gives the oltencez no Chriſtians, it 
is nct bare preaching and praying which is the matter, there's a fur- 
ther thing than that; that doth but give the occaſion, bur the ground 
and bottom of all is, there is Cazz and eAbel in the world ; there is 
the ſeed of the Woman, and the feed of the Serpent. They call us 
Schiſmaticks, and turbulent, and proud, and buſie-bodies, and this 
and the other crimination and foul name, and pretence; they do not 
deny us leave to preach, but only in this or that place; alas that 
is not the matter, that's a poor thing. The Devil doth hate true ho- 
lineſs, and that Preaching and Praying which tendeth to promote true 
holineſs. He is fenſible of this, and therefore arms his ini*ruments 
with wrath, and pride, and malice, and an inveterate ſpirit, an4 ufeth 
all the means he can to get down true godlinelse I am very confident 
this is the root of the matter, other things are but matters by the by. 
You may plainly fee the ſame malignant ſpirit that is in Qz2'ers and 
Papiſts, and fuch as do utterly renounce ail Comminio n with us, doth 
reign in thoſe which are of our own judgme:t and profeilion with us. 
And they cannot for their lives cloak and conceal their malignity, but 
out it comes before all the world. And I am ſo far from repenting me 
for any thing I have done in this undertaking,that I do verily hope 


God will clear my innocency, and make it to appear that holinels lyes 
at 
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at the root and bottom of it, whatever the thoughts and cenfyres of 
men ſhall be. And let them do their utmoſt. Holinefs, will ſtand, and 
they ſhall never get it down. But if they down with us, God will 
make the ruins and calamities of his innocent ſuffering ſervants to 
make for the greater growth and credit of Holineſs z and allmen hall 
ſee thatit isnot in vain to truſt in God. But. let it be your care to give 
all encouragement to Chriſts Miniſters by exemplary holineſs, humi-' 
lity, meekneſs, patience and godlinels, avoiding all appearance -of 
evil. As we endeavour to preach the Goſpel ot-Chriſt to you with' 
much contention, to the hazard of all we have, and that which is dear 
to us indeed,our refutation with ſome good people z fo let us beg of 
you, that you would walk worthy of the Goſpel, and by Perfonal and 
Family- holinets manifeſt to-the world the excellency,{weetnelſs, power 
and profit of it to Gods glory, your.own everlaſting happinels, 
and the good of others. To God be praiſe for ever, Amen, | 


